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we : ey 
PROSPECTS CF THE 


STATE OF RELIGION ABROAD. 
HE ‘prefent age has exhibited 
| unprecedented and eventful 

viciMitudes, _Vheir. probable influ- 

ence: upon ‘the interells of Europe, 
the balance of power, or the fate ot 
nations, now engroffes the attention 
of politicians and. (peculatilts. Seri- 
ous and reflecting minds, at the fame 
time, cannot fail to obferve new al- 

pects: of the ftate of religion in the 
world, and interefling circumftanc- 
es, which feem to forebode to it a 
more extenfive reception, It has 
been generally remarked, that, from 
the confideration of the aw/ul con- 
vulfions which pernicious opinions 
have fomented abroad, a greater ex- 
ternal reverence has been profeffed 
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for religion: athome. Charity the 
moft fervent, cannot, indeed be fo 
blind as to imagine that this profel- 
fion is very extenlively fincere. Yet 
though 4 it mav neither, in this point 

of view, be the fubje¢t of great tri- 
umph to Chriftians;-nor produétive 
of Jafting | benefit to individuals, [{lill 
this certain. advantage refults from 
this. temper of public opinion, that 
the doétrines of the. gofpel are lif: 

tened to with greater refpect, and 


its followers regarded with leis pre- 
judice.. 





| unthinking _ were, cae pe tht 

their wit. The grave were ailon- 
ifhed at them prefumption. | The 

\udious were perplexed with their 
fopbiltry. Even the wetbaditpof 
and fober«minded - were fomewhat 
abathed at the bol ‘ i efs of their al- 

(faults, at the arrogance of their pre- 
tenlions, and the tedudtive fplendor 
of their promifes. Phe ‘worl I. was 
to be enlightened, — 


“The ations 
were no longer to be el her an 
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raculousrevolutions. And the gol- 
detage was to return to the world. 

The fatal experiment was at laft 
tried. ‘Lhe dreams’ of thefe pre- 
tended fages were for a time realiz- 
ed. And they were permuted, by 
awful Ie ffons, to'teath the nations, 
what bu nan fociety would be with- 
out religion ; what man is by his 
nature, when freed from all reftraint; 
and what is the happinefs and the 
freedom which fuch philofophy as 
their’s can’ confer ?* 

The current of public opinion: is 
now changed, and, im fome cotin- 
trits, flows back even with too Vvio- 
lentarevulfion, In France, fuch is 
the imprefhon ofthe people’s' fatal: 
experience, flich the cravings of re- 


morfe in tome, fuch’ the impulfe of 
fear in others; fuch the prevailing: 


horror for the enormities 6f athe- 
ifm, and fuch the defe& of falutary 
inftru€tion, that, though reak religi- 
gion is litle known, Popery, with 
aH its defe&s, 1% again, im marty dift 
tiéts, eagerly embraced. It is’not 
werely the illiterate and bigoted 
who are feer'to adopt this, the moft 
irrational and fuperftitious perver- 
fion of Chriflianity, but many ofthe 
learned, niany that were once ever 
its molt decided opponents, now 
willingly profefs its peculiarities. — 
Of thele the amiable and eloquent 
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La Harpe was a finguiar example 5 
once the favorite dilciple, the inti. 


-mate friend of Voltaire, and confe. 


quently a zealous and remorfelefs 
infidel ; ‘but latcly the mott alive 


_ defender, and prof, ff-d- champion, 
of the eftablifhed religion of ‘his 
_ country. 


‘The very form of the new 
ecclefialtical ellablifament of France 
is infinitely more favorable to. the 
revival of Popery, though the priefts 
are far from thinking fo, than the 
refloration of its antient’power and 
fplendor would bave beens ‘Ihe 
late perfecutions, the prefent pover- 
ty, the increaféd parodbral duues, 
the higher exertions, aid refpecta- 
bility required in thé clergy, expofe 
them le fs' to the teniptations of their 
former pontp’and affluence, and tend 
to rendér them more venerable’ it: 
the eves’of the people. 

The prefent Ruler of Frante has 
fufficiently fhewn,. that he repards 
the eftablifhed-religion merely as an 
engine of-ftate,-artd that he will*moe 
del and-dire& its forms as he thinks 
moft conducive to his views. But: 
if ever the roval-family fhall be ree 
ftored it may be readily conceived,. 
that the afpe@ of the public religi- 
on will be totally difimilar to what’ 
the reftoration of the Britifh Charles 
exhibited, though from precifely-fime 
ilar caufes;) As during: the preva- 
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—+ == Through the devoted lard, 


Difcord unfurls her flag ; War founds his larums ;: 

Vamine fpreads her fangs; and‘how]s her difmal fong. 

At their dire ravages, Philofophy aghatt, 

Gazes on mighty mifchief, which:her dreams 

Foretold not but provok’di. Religion: veil’d,. 

Retires awhile, to throud her facred head: 

And liberty, that mountain-nymph fo bright}. 
Shrinks from the miferies folter’d by her name, | 
Heebly fupports her flandard ftain’d with blood, 


Beckous for diflant aid, and turns her eyes to weep. 
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lence of tue republic and the uiurpa-. 
tion of Cromwell, a tlrict and fe- 
vere religion was ‘profe fed, 
pect contrait .to this, | infidelity. and 
‘Hicentioufnets, even to affe€tation, 
became the charaéteriftic badge of 
the court. In France, asclicentiouf- 
nefs and atheifm have Nearns the boatt 
of the, republic, itis highly prepable 
that if royalty ihould be reitoreg, it 
would be the falhion, even among 


courtiers, to affect. to :be | Teligious 


and devout. 
‘From the. ,prefent government of | 


tx 


France, the Proteftan.s, im that 
country, have received confiderable 
encouragement. «By the Roman 
Catholics, they have been accufed 
of partaking 1 in ‘the enormities of the 
revolution ; particularly . of. joining 
in the per [c -cution of the priéits, and 
bending too obfequioully | to the rul- 
Ing powers. When not orly the 
long exclufion of the Protefiants 


from the common privileges of their.» 


“€0: intry, but the adlual and levere 


perfecutions _ for confcience 


ered, it was not to be expe¢cted, that, 
under a change of circumitances, at 


ditt flattering and plaufible, with. 


profpedts.af protection and new pri- 
vileges under the new conflitution 
of the flate, ail of them fhould have 
been able to maintaan the tempers 
of moderation aud wifdom. Irre- 
gularities and errors ‘were certainly 
committed by fome of their unttable 
and mifguided members in Provence 
and Languedoc ; but many more 
Were perpetrated in their name, or 
daid with aggravations, by dcfigning 
Men, to their account. When un- 


der the prefent government, they re-. 


ceived a legal pledge for proteétion, 
and refloration of fome valued pri 
wileges, they exprefled their grati- 


in di... 


fake: . 
which they had endured, are confide 3 


are ffficiently 
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tuae to the Uniet Coniul, and fub. 
milion to the powers that were, in 
language far tronge r than might be 
though becoming men profeffing 
godlinefs, which the: feglings of re. 
pole fom the herrors of anarchy and 
the hope.ef peace amd-fecurity deem 
to have dictated. Mr. Marron, 
their ebiet paftor at Paris, an atile 
and-eloquent preacher, is much ef- 
teemed, andfometimes confulted*by 
Bonaparte, who feems difpofed 0) 
be favourable to the Proteftants, l« 
ther from the convition of their-re- 
{peGtability, as citizens, or.the defire 
of being fupporced by their. goodc- 
pinion. 

The prefent. Proteftants in France, 
however, have degenerated , Tadiv 
‘from their, venerable predeceffors, of 
the reformed church 1 in thatscountry, 
not only ia folid learning, but in-true 
religion and pure manners. . Qace- 
pofleffed of two celebrated colleges, 
of many zealous pattors, and of nu- 
merous converts and followers, 
whofe lives adorned the dogtrines 
they profefled, they can now. boatt 
but of very few of thefe honours. 
Their pafters have been long req. 
ced todeek inilrudtion in divine and 
and Auman fence at. Geneva, a 
fountain once deemed fo pure and 
hallowed ; but nav alfo neglegted or 
polluted. Their children, they are 
“now permitted to educate indehools 
of tacir ewu appointment and prins 
ciples ; but they, complain, of a fad 
fcarcity of competent and zealous 
teachers. New places of worthip 
they are allowed to cred, & are likely 
to increafe 5 and fome among tiem 
defirous to fupply 
them with faithful and able paltors. | 

[t is computed that there are ae 
bout two millions and a half of Pro- 
teflants now in Fraucee ‘Vhey re- 












- 
is 
Pe | 
eR | 
a 
ag / : 
“SBA. 
E cny 
sity “i 
% 








4g Prospects of the State of Religion Abroad. 








fide chicily in the fouthern provin- 
ces, and anthe ancient Alface, tho’ 
they are allo to be found in confide- 
rable numbers in many of the nore 
epuldus cities, 

Phe moit favourable profpedts for 
religion in France, arife from the 
{pirit of toleration, forbearance, and 
attention to ferious inguiries, which, 
in manv places, now prevails, and 
which, by the blefling of God, Sit 
pave the -way for unprejudiced dif- 
cuflion, and for the aétive Bidurs of 
enlightened and zealous Chriftiains. 

In Germany, the prevalence of 
fceptical and ficentious opinions was 
lately greater, perhaps, than it had 
been even in France, before the re- 
volution. An alive but unfound 
ferment, which. for fome time pait, 
has been operating with violence in 
the literary fpirits of that country ; 
the ambitious deiire, not merely of 
celebrity, but of notoriety, in the 
needy profc ilors of fo many rival u- 
nivertities ; the feductive effufions of 
fome popular but pernicious poets ; 
the fatalexample and writings of the 
admired Frederick of Pruafha, the 
Ruilar in Catherine, and Jofeph the 

cond ; with the deluieus of many 
netty Princes in the Empire, afpir- 
Ing to ape their fentiments, or emu. 
loufly flattering and fupporting the 
bold t fophifts of the day, from the af- 
fectation of bei ing fuppoted patrons 
of lite: ature, with the laxry of the 
clergy eveu in the Proteftant flates, 
and th re glaring revolting defects of 
fuperititious eilabliihments In other 
diltridts, had ail combined to porfon 
the public current of opinion, and 
to iofter widely icentioninels In 
principle and in. practice. © In the 
late convuliions of Europe, the fo- 
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practical difpiay of their fyitems in 


pails have been difgraced, by the! 
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actual experiment; the immoral and 
feduélive poets are neglected, from 
the difcovery of the dangerous ten 
dency of their writings, and the in. 
troduétion of a better tatte; the 
princes are alarmed, if net convert. 
ed, and profefs now, to ueflpife pre. 
tenders to modern philotophy, and 
to encourage the reftoration of reli 
gion. The well known attempts 
of Joleph the Second, to difperte 
the gloom of bigotry and ignorance 
which prevailed in the Aufitriay 
(tates, to fuppreis ufelels convents, 
and to introduce a more hberal to. 
leration in religious opinions, have 
been produdtive of fome advantage, 
Vhe prefent Elector of Bavaria has 
been ttill more active in {cattering 
the inhabitants of the convents,®nd 
more liberal in promoting the inter- 
e{ts of the Protettants, and the tem- 


perate difcuffion of religious princis 
ciples. ¥* * 





* A very interefting proclamation hag 
jut been iffued by the Eleétor of Bavaria, 
aon the {adj ect of ‘eligious freedom and 
pel FRG By this law, all Chriitiaa 
perfuafions, éftablifhed, and to be eltab- 
it hed, in his domirions, are to poffels ihe 
full e. joyment of all civil rights, both 
active and paflive : No exclufion fhall be 
exerciled towards any man, on account of 
his religious profefion ; In nominating 
men to the public offices, the Ele€&tor will 
choofe thofe whom he judges moit wor- 
thy, without making any. diitinction a- 
mong the three religions introduced into 
the German empire. Nothing fhall ever 
be required of any individual, incon fit. 
ent wich his religious principles, or his 
peace of corfcience : ‘Thoie who do not 
form a particular commanity for the ex- 
ercife of fucial devotion, hall not be dif- 
turbed in their domettic worfhip: No 
meniber of Gne communion fhall be o- 

liged to oblerve the fe'livals of another: 


} ae aiay ascend io bis affairs, provided he 
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iu the ltates erny Protei{t- 
ant, a fatal departure from their ori- 
ginal principles, and threatening 
laxity both of practice and opinions, 
have been for a contidera! te period 
too con{picuous. Yet even this un- 
happy degeneracy is chiefly conh- 
ned, in its operation, to the great 
towns princely refidences, or the 
more fophitticated univerlities. In 
thele, the vices which fo readily be- 
come the concomitants of courts, 
Camps, luxury, pomp, intrigue, or 
fophiliry, have produced their ufu- 
al fatal effeéts : and, perhaps, trom 
the peculiar circumftances of Ger- 
many, already mentioned, havethere 
broke forth into adtion with peculi- 
ar virulence. Yet in the retired 
parts of the country, tie villages and 


fmaller towns, much of the primi- 


tive fimplicity of manners {Lill fub- 
fils, much of the happy influence of 
the principles of the Reformation, 
and confiderable zeal, in fome parts, 
for genuine religion. ‘ihis is pe- 
eulharly remarkable inthe fiates of 


Heife and the Upper Rhine. 


Like 





cifturb not ei worfhip sf eiheve : The 
Elector will neither interfere in the inter- 
nal affairs, nor the creeds of the churches, 
except by: the duty: of fuperintendance 
and police, attached to the fup:eme pow- 
er of the flace. 

This fingular and unprecedented edict 
concludes with the/e words: ‘* We ex- 
pect the more confidently that our fub- 
jets wiil not miltake the beneficent and 
paternal intention of this decree, becaule 
it) has no other object but the advance- 


-ment of their well-being, and of their 


virtue ; and becaule itis entirely founded 
pon Briociples generally acknowledged, 
and imperioufly prefcribed, by the pure 
and incorruptible morality of that {land 
ard, to which all Cariltian fyiteins are 
referre * he 
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the Protellauts of France, the inha- 
bitants of thefe countries are called 

4eformed, or Calvinilts. Ihe 
Landgrave of Heffe Caflel protef- 
fes the fame diftinétion of principles, | 
and promotes the interelis of religi- 
on. ‘hough ‘he was at one ume 
highly Sy eR! among his fub- 
jects, chiefly for his hiring out and 
iran{porting his troops to America, 
in the unhappy contelt of Britain 
with her colonies, he is now much 
refpected, and exercifes his power 
for the folid interelt of his ceuntry, 
and the advancement of piety and 
learning. ‘The univerfity of Mar- 
purg, under his proteétion, is profef- 
fediy a Calviniltic inftitution, and is 
dittinguifhed by many ‘refpectable 
names,.and fome pious teachers. 
Gieflen is Lutheran, where the ve- 
nerable Koetter long employed his 
zeal to oppote the progrefs of salle 
religion and infidelity in Germany 3; 
but now, from the infirmities of age, 
he has defilted from his falutary la 
bours. ‘The {chools and gvymnafia, 
throughout the territories of Helle, 
are, im general, under excellent re- 
gulations; and’ the people eagerly 
feek to have their children earlv and 
thoroughly taught the principles of 
uleful knowledge: and the doctrines 
and duties of their religion. 


In Saxony, the manners of the 
people are not fo pure ; ‘the clergy 
are more relaxed ; fome of the uni- 
verfities have beh con{picuons for 
obnoxious opinions ; the rulers are 
either too bigoted, like the BF lector, 
who is a Roman Catholic, or too In- 
difcriminating and inattentive to the 
manners or opinions of their fube_ 

jects, like the Princes of Gotha and 
Weim: AY. 
eminent charaGers, pious individue | 


Yet ftill there are many &” 
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als, great learning, and even much 
real religion in Saxony. ‘The pre- 
vailing forms are Lutheran. “the 
L.utheran’ mode of worthip is very 
interefting and attraclive. orms 
of praver, imple, energetic and 
comprehenfive, are prefcribed in 
their books of devotion, ‘Vo thefe, 
the officiating paftor adds prayers 
called ey er: 1eous, adapted to 
the fubject of his difcourle, or the 
circumitances ot-his audience, The 
fermons are of confiderable length, 
often devout, animating and elo- 
quent, Phe hymns employed,‘are 
many of them the compolitions of 
Luther himfelf, and fometimes dif. 

play wonderful felicity of expreffion, 

fublimity of thought and ardor of 
devotion.* ‘heir facred mufic is 
fingularly beautiful and affecting ; 
thy’ in their large towns, or courtly 
churches, their bands and variety of 
inftruments. appear unfuitable and 
theatrical. ‘lhere are fome foppe- 
ries and {ceemingly fuperltitious rites 
in fome of their forms, efpecially in 
the communion-fervice and the fef- 
tivals of fome faints, that too obvi- 


‘oufly betray their Popith origin..— 


But {till the difcipline, thie tendency, 
the fpirit of Lutheranifm claim much 
well-merited praife, and have been 


produdtive of unfpeakable good to | 


the northern nations of Europe.— 
‘Phe ufual hymns and prayers, and 
even the mode of preaching in the 
Lutheran churches, in Sweden and 
Denmark as well as in dome parts of 





® Befides obligations of infinitely high- 


er value, for which the Germans ‘and 1 


Europe in general) are indebted to Lu- 
ther. the firlt clafical polifhing of their 
language, the rud:ments of their poetry 
and the foundation of their literature, are 


to be numbered among the effects of his | 
genivs and his labours. 
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Germany, are addrefled powerfully 
iv the heart and affections, + and eme. 
ploy frong language, and ardent 


dentiments, which in England would 


be called Methodt: lical,’ here are, 
how vcr, more than enough of mo- 
dith courtly preachers, whole dif- 


courfes are as cold and unimprefiive, 


and as detlitute of the peculiar and 
animating dotrines of Chriltianity, 
as any fathionable audience could 
wifh, Such are the publifhed fer- 
mons of Politz, T ifcher, Ammon, 
Zolikotfer, and Reinhard, tho’ they 
are admired and extolled by many 
in Germany. ‘Ihe fermons of Cra- 
mer, and of the celebrated hiftorian 
Motheim, ae of a very different 
character. Ihe latt indeed, if they 
were not fometimes too loug, and 
encumbered with fome adveniutious 
fuperfluitics, might be regarded as 
models of pulpit cloquence and faith. 
fulpreaching. Whey unite qualities 


which are feldom or never found ei- 


ther in French or Englith fermons ; 

ardent piety, with vigorous judg- 
ment ; folid argument, with power- 
ful eloquence ; a deep acquaintance 
with human life and the heart of 
man, with a thorough knowledge of 
the fcriptures, and fkilful diftributi- 
on of the dogtrines of Chritt. 

The ftates which’ are fubject to 
the Prufhan g: vernment, dilplay a 
motley variety ' of” ecclefiattical 
forms. In Silefia and Poland, the 
Roman Catholic profeffion predo mi- 
nates. In Prufha and Bradenburg, 
the Lutherians are moft numerous. 
Chere are, however, a very great 
number of churches. and focieties 
called Calviniltic, or Reformed. — 
The King himfelf profeffes this 
creed. It has indeed been the pro- 


fefhon of the royal family for fever- 


alreigns. The great Elector, ip wag 
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faid, when upon : a vifit to his fon-in- 
law, the Prince of Orange. in Hol- 
land, was fo ftruck with the fimplici- 
tv and purity of the Calvanittic and 
Prefbyterian worfhip of that coun- 
try, that he refolved to, embrace it 
himfelf, and to recommend or pro- 
mote its adoption in his own terri- 
tories. 

A fad decline, fince that period, 
has fatally appeared in thé afpedt of 
religious opinions and manners in 
the Prufhan ftates. Frederick, fo 
little entitled,.in their yuft fenfe, to 
the names, Wesch the world lavithed 
upon him, with’ its ufual” blindnefs, 
the Great; and the Proteftant Eero, 
employed every infidious art, and 
indeed avouched an avowed pur.- 
pofe, to undermine or extingui{h’all 
réligion imhis kingdom Frederick 
William, his fucceffor, as a’jadicious 
Profeffor has remarked, effeQed; if 
‘pofible, more injufv to religion than 
his predeceflur. For ke fometimes 
prof: ffed to be devout, and publifh- 
ed ediéts to enforce the interelts of 
religion, but the open irregularities 
of his life, not only counteracted his 
profeffed defigns, but brought them, 
with himfelf, into contempt: ‘The 
prefent King-is regular ad decent 
in his condust, domettic and retired 
in his manner of Hie, but dilplay- 
ing-no energy to promote an effen- 


tial reformation in the manners of 


his people, or to reftore the dignity 
and aétive influence of religion. 
Though he is, in fome refpedts, 
unpopular among his fubjecls, yet 
the decency of his private conduét 
merits praife, and is certainly, in e- 
very point of view, far more bene- 
ficial: than the dazzling but per- 
Ricious. examples of fome of his 
predeceffors. At: Potfdam, he re- 


gularly attends the militutions of 





public worthip, and joins in the 
communion-fervice once inthe year. 
Too manvof his courtiers and ofii- 
cers retain the unhappy impreffions 
of the former reigns; but thereare al. 
fo fome, who exhibit better prine 
ciples and fhew a lincere regard to 
found faith ar? good mora s 

Of the Calvitittic and reformed 
profeffion of ith, there are man 
churches at Berlin, and in the ftates 
aroun ad, where the fervice is perfor 
med either in the German or the 
French languages. ‘lhe fevocation 
of the edi&t of Nantz drove many 
French Proteftant refugees to feek 
flyelter in this codntry, and to enrich 
or adorn it with their induftrious 
habits and falutary principtes, A- 
mong the paflors’ of théfe the names 
of Abbaihe, Lenfant, Pe sufobrey 
Formey, Anton, are well known, 
and long celebtated. 
ble Erman is at prefcat their fenior’ 
pattor, entitled the Dean of their 


College, and prefides over a moft 


ufefal feminary of education under 
that name. In this college, many 
ftudents, ‘both of Frénth’ and Ge t< 
man extra@tion; are taught We prik’s 
ciples of ufeful knowledge. clafical 
literature, mathematics, logic, rors 
al and natural philofophy, biblical 
criticifm, and the ology. C andidatre 
for the office of the miriiiry dre 
(triétly examined in publi¢. in the 
Latin and French languages, and 
fometimes in German, upon theie 
progrets and attainments, twite in 
the year, The King fiews much 
attention, and repofis great confie 
dence in Erman the Dean; 

It would be tedious to detail the’ 
particular flate of the other provine 
ces and chief towns of Germanv.—~ 
Through the whole Empire, the ine 


fluence of the Popilh Church i¢ 
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greatly enfeebled, the inftitutions of 
the Proteftant religion more exten- 
fively refpected, and, in fome dif- 
tricts, well-difpoted and devout 
men, of other denominations, Mo- 
ravians, Baptifis,and Independents, 
exert their labours to promote or 
revive the influence of religion. 

itis a fingular circumftance in the 
ftrarge revolutions of the age, that 
evenin the Ie. ot of the propoted 
indemnities m Germany, many Po- 
pifh jurif CiGions and inititutions 
have been overthrown, the number 
of Proteftani {tates end voters im the 
Diet of the Empire have been great- 
ly increafed ; and a probability ap- 
pears, that at fome future period, a 
Protefinznt Emperor may rule in 
Germany, 

Fromthe ftriking alteration in 
the current of public opiuion re- 
fulting from the horrors of the 
}¥rench revolution, from the con- 
duct and obvious interefts of th: 
prefent rulers of the Continent, 
fron the peculiar circumitances 0! 
the nations around, from the dif. 
grace of fophiftry, and the preva- 
lence of religious toleration and dif- 
pafhonate retpeful inquiry iato the 
claims and do@rines of Chritlianity, 
more animating profpedcts perhaps 
may be ditertatiied of a more exten- 
five reception of a found and primi- 
tive religton, than any former period 
{ince the Reformation has afforded. 
‘Vhe fovereign Difpofer of all events 
{till may ordain rood out of evil, con. 
found the | rojects of his foes, by the 
very iffue of their own devices, and 
caufe the fubtilty of fophifts, the per- 
fecution of tyrants, whether démo- 
cratic or detpouc, the frenzy or the 

iMpotence, the power, or even the 
Wrath of man, to render him praife. 


The following Narrative was tound a- 
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mong the papers of the late Wm. Ciage 
head, Efg formerly one of Mr. Sam'l 
Davies’ Elders, in Hanover. ; 


An exall Narrative of the conver- 
sation. which passed. between Mr, 


}HomMAS L. Dennis and as friends, 
in Ais last sickness, 


HE firft thing that he faid, 
worthy of obfervation, was, 
“Youth is the only, time for religie 
on ; the paffions are then tender, and 
the mind eafily impreffed ; but when 
perfons grow old, they are occupied 
with other things, and grow inten fie 
ble to religion.” One day, a friend 
called on him, and found him under 


great uneafinels, expecing that his 
diforder would be fatal: he prayed 
with him, recommended him to the 
mercy of God, ard lett him undef 
ferious impreftions. ! 
ter, Mr. D, wrote him a Je:ter, in 
which he expreffed a defire to have 
fome books fentto him, fuited to 
his cafe ; and alfo the companv of 
his friend. As foonas convenient 
an anfwer was returned, with Dod- 
dridge’s Rise and Progress, which 
we hope were not in vain, through 
the great grace of God, He now 
began to think on his former ways, 
with abhorrence. About this time 
his aunt (with whom he lived) re- 
turned froma long journey, to whom 
he faid, ** lam forry that i flighted 
you fo much in your late ficknefs ; 

will you forgive me? Yes, faid the. 
with all my heart. Then he cried 


out, Oh! how good are you, and 
what a vile, worthlefs creature am // 
You don’t know what a vile finner [ 
am: but [ blefs God for this fick- 
nefs—lI hope it is fent for my good : 
Oh how have I flighted my beft 
friends! It might Sen been weil 
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‘In Ars last sickness. 
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hat 


with me, if I had taken advice ; but 
now alas! what fhall [ do? She 
read to him the 12th chap. Heb. 
He aiked, where that was, faying, 
he had never obferved it before, and 
that he thought there was fome com- 
fort in it. He then dered her to 
read Mr. Davies’s termon, On ** God 
fo loved the world,” &c. John in, 
16, to which he gave great atterition, 
and with which he was much pieal- 
ed. ‘Lo one who came to fee him, 
he faid, “ fam glad to fee you, m 

dear friend,—I[ am going very fall 
—ZL have no eale, day , nor night— 
I cannot fleep—as foon as I clofe 
my eyes, my breath is gone, and [ 
am furprifed with frightful images 
—I can hardly tell what, only that 
Iam in great diftrefs—you do not 
Know what a finner [ am—TIf have 
finned beyond my power ; for when 
my abilities failed, my inclination 
was as ftrong as ever’’—It was re- 
plied, ** [tis a great mercy that you 
are fenfibie of your fins: for to know 
the ditorder is confidered as half the 
cure. Jefuscame to feek and fave 
thofe that were loft, and to give his 
life a ranfom for many. And who- 
foever believes on him fhall nof pe- 
rifh but have everlafting life.” But 
favs he, lama very great finner— 
You do not know how great a finner 
Tam. It was anfwered, ‘no matter 
how great, Chirift has faid that all 
manner of fins and blafphemies are 
forgiven unto mea.—Only believe, 
and all is well.”? You fee, faid he, 
how many of my companions in fin, 
that were flrong and healthy, are 
cutoff; and [, who am but Aa/f 
a man, am {pared ; for [ have 
ruined my conttitution with de- 
bauchery, He was told, that he 
ought to look upoa this, as an inti- 


ration of intended favor ; “and in- ; calt mylcif dowa at the 
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deed, itis a very great merev, fot 

Which you ought to be very thank- 
fal ; for the ttrong and healthy have 
died, but without any couviction for 
fin, that we have heard of; there- 

fore, you oughtto efteem your fenle 
of fin a great favor.” After this he 
faid, ** Can there be any mercy, for 
fuch a finner as I am ?”’ It was re- 
phed, yes, there can. There was 
mercy tor Manaffeh, thefe was mer- 
cy fer Mary Magdatens, there was 
mercy for Saul the Heriecutor, and 
lL ko; je there is mercv for you; if 
you will truly repent. Jefus has 
told us, if we feek we fhall find—if 
we knock, it fhall be opened unto us. 
After this he prayed much, with 
great fervor, an’ many penitent con- 
fefions ot his vilenefs; and would 
ftop anJ fav, * the worid is plaguing 
me after all! Juft now whe niyon 
were fpeaking, the tho’ts of my own, 

and otaer peoples affairs were run- 
ning in my mind.’ He defired thar 
Mr. Davies? fermon, on the bruised 
reed, might be read to him, a little 
ata time, as he could bear it: which 
was. done accordimply. He faid, 
had beem much interefted in Mr. 
Davies’ ftaying in Virginia, and lo- 
ved to hear him preach; but alter 
he went away, tho’ he bad been of. 
ten at the point of death, he had ne- 

ver had one ferious thought of eter- 

nity, till this ficknefS, and not tn it, 
till very lately. Fle (uid, again,1s it 
not proper for’ me to ke viewing 
Jefus Chrift, as fuficring for my 
fins, on the crofs? It was anfwered, 
yes, very proper; for they fhall look 
on him whomthev have pierced and 
mourn ; and the bleffed Jefus Invites 
you to it; for he has faid, *¢ 1 f be 
lifted ap To will draw all men unto 
me.” Well then, fuid he, * [ wall 
foot ‘of the 


ne 


C 









* 








ye -4 Aarrativ 


—s 





of the conversation of T. L. Dennis, in hig last sickness 





ad 


crofs, and if I perifh I will perith { felt a willingnefs to bear any with 


looking unto Telus.” ft was replied 

ro one ever perifhed there, the com- 
“thi of the blefled Saviour was 
‘* They will not conte unto me that 
they might have lite.” 

o a friend) who came to fee him, 
ie faist, “© My dear friend I befeech 
“outo remember your foul: do not 
tale example from’ my wicked life, 
but look on ne now, and take warn- 
ing—T neglected religion, and con- 
{cience is DO* lathing me for it-—lI 
would have you to be careful to get 

a living, but that you may d 04 and 
be religions too, O ' mind religion ! 
Mind your foul : 3 

At another time he faid with A 
loud ‘voice; Oh Gradious God! [| 
aia’ vile Gnner, and have no right- 
eoufnels*of my own; but I have 
heard of thy mercy to miilions of 
finners‘fuch as | am—L#t thy mér- 
cy be extewdedto me alfo. [ am 
well pleated) with the method of 
falvation’ through’ Chrift, It juft 
mits me-—[ have nothing te offer— 
if lam faved it mut be a free fale 
vatione Well, blefled God! if theu 
art determined to punifh me, I muft 
be taken from the foot of the crofs 
to punifh ment, for thete b am de- 
termined to lie. 

in the morwing, after a night 
pentin fervent prayer, he was afk- 
e) ** whether he had had, an¥ clear 
views of the method of falvaticn 
through fetus Chrift; how God 
could be jukt, and ju tify ve uu-god- 
lv who believes e in him.” The fata. 
os ee afe to : 
that being denn * €op, faid he, 
Dor utlet me deceive myfelfand you 
too; Lecannot fay that Thad ; but J 
felt that L loved my bk ffed Shoisur 
more than ever. I faw that all mv 
2ucticus were for my good, and 





which he faid, 


flung it down again ; 


peat that again ;*? 





patience, that God would lay on 
me.. 

He was much difquieted at times, 
at the remembrance of pall fins, 
Many texts of fcripture were re. 
peated to comfort him, fuchas “he 
that {pared not his own fon, &c., 


.% H¥e is able to fave tothe utmoft, 


&c.” and the whole ftory, concern. 


ing cur Saviour’s converfation with 
Simon about the woman who wasa 
finner, was repeated to him, upon 
This is com fortas 
ble !? He féemed greatly fatisfied 
when thefe’ words were recited : 


“© €aft your care upon him for he 


careth for you”—and, “ Fear not, 
for the very hairs of vour head 


_are numbered.” Some meditations, 


fuited to his cafe were read to him, 


-in fhort fentences at a time, by 


which he was much affected ; anc. 


_ asking for the book, after he had 
looked into it, he faid, “ this puts 


me in mind of my fins. If I at any 
time took up a book of divinity, FE 
but if it wasa 
Play or a Romance ! aye, thefe were 


the books I took delight in.” How 


often would he cry out, O my God! 


have mercy on me! pardon my 


fins ! Wath me in thy blood, O my 
Redeemer ! I] have no hope fist from 


thy crofs—thy atod®ment? My dear 


Redeemer ! extend thy mercy to 2 
me fan My chiei l 

vie traner '-] y cniei comp aint is, 
faid he, when [I view the cruél fuf-.. 
ferings of my Saviour for my fins; 


that I can Jove him no more. 


What a happipels, faid one, that 
you did not die the other day when 
you fo much defired it : fince which 
you have enjoyed much comfort ; 


and vour friends are much better 
fatisfied about the fincerity of your 


| repentance. O !-faid he, how good 
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is God! He knows what is belt for - 


us—If we were always to have our 
requeft, we-thould foon deltroy our. 
felves. .-Afew davs before he died 
he was in great pain, and cried to 
God to take him into the arms of his 
mercy, that he might praife him to 
eternity with all the hoft above, and 
faid, thou art a gracious God—lI 
know that thou art, for thou halt 
pardoned all my fins. Then he 
itopped and faid, I cannot fay that I 
am fure—bnt hope he hass After 
a little fleep, he heard (ones birds 
finging, when he exclaimed How 
ay is nature! All things praifing 
God—And fhal! I be filent? No my 
God! I will praife thee! And I 
hiope e’er long to join with the blefi- 
ed company above, to praile my a- 
dored Redeemer, to all eternity. 
Looking one full in the face, he 
faid, do you ink we fhall meet a- 
gain in heaven? Phe perfon anfwer- 
ed, I hope fo—Then he faid, may 
you late be tranflsted thither, and T 
fhal] be the firfl glad fpiritto run and 
bid you welcome. It was then re- 
plied, [ hope you wil foondee our 
cear friend, Mr. Davics. Whilf 
_here, he longed much for your fal- 
vation, and I doubt noz but the pray- 
ershe put up for you are now an- 
. fwering. Ah! faidhe, I might have 
had much good company if L would ; ; 


but I flighted their. kindnefs—but [ , 


will ftill hope to enjoy it. 

The next morning a dear friend 
ef his came to take leave of him, and 
told him he never expeéted to fee 
him in this world again. [He repli- 
ed, no, my dear friend, / do pot ex- 
pectit; and may God Almighty bicts 
vou, and grant that when you come 
to be in my circum/‘tances, you may 
have fuch dear, good friends as you 
have been to me. ‘Lo another he 


joy and peace. 








laid, 1 hope you will not leave me ; 
before to-morrow morning’I expect 
you will fee the end. In the after. 
noon, he uttered mhieny delponding 
exprefions in prayer, tothe great 
gricf of his friends ; which Rade 
them repeatedly beg mercy of the 
Lord forhim: That ifit was = 
blefled will, he would yet fhine in 

his foul, thac his latter end might e 
In the evening a 
neighbor came inswhom he took by 
the hand ana daid, “ Lhere is ¢ great 
ag. just before you.” Whate- 

_r you do, attendio ylour foul ; what 
ond does the world do me now fA 
am jult going to leave it—Suppofe 
I havealuttle more money than you, 
what doeg.it prokt me? If I ewned 
all the land between this place and 
W iliamfburg, | what gocd would it 
do me? ! beg of you, my dear friend, 
mind your foul! mane 'religion.——Af- 
ter this anegro came ie, whom he 
had ill-pfed on account of relipion. 
He told. him, that he was forry for 
what he had done, and repeatedly 

afked forgivenefs ; and prayed thu 
Gad w aud blefs him. When his 
own negroes came to fee him for 
the Jaft time, he {poke to them of 
the worth. of their fouls in the mo! 
emphatical language, and exhorted 
them to attend to religion, as the ong 
thing needful. 

Ir was fuggefled to him, that it 
might be proper to furrender hin. 
{elf to God ina folemn and formas 
manner; andthe toliowing words 
were repeated Tor that purpole _— 
«QO! Larp, Gop ALMIGHTY ! here 
‘am I a poor guilty finner, at the 
‘point of death, that defires to give 
‘himfelf up to thee in an everiatt- 
‘‘ ing covenant, never to be forgot- 
“ton! Receive me into the arms of 
“thy merey. O'! bleifed Lasd 
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ius! Varden «jy mal tiold fins, and 
iske me into the manfions of joy 
‘above, where 1 thail praife fee 
* throughout an eud ilefs eternity.’ 
To which he gave a mott 2 all 
ate Aen. 
pout 8 o’clock he was afked, 
how his «and was compoted £ whe. 
ther he 1 ow felt a love to the bicff- 
ect Jetus f He cried out, ** O, Yes! 
that | do—Llove my dear Redeemer! 
Lisve him more and morel? This 
was indeed m.ticr of joy to all pre 
fent. |‘ hen asutual hisfriends with- 
crew for fome hours. When about 
¥ o'clock, to the atlonifhment of all, 
he broke out jin a rapture, © Jam 
commg O! mv dear Lord Jefus! 
um coming! Dothou come and re 
ceive my foul to verlaiting reft, for 
hou hait redeemed 1t ! Nbw l am 
aimeft fare that my fins are pardon- 
ed! Of that my friends could know 
how happy J thali be m alittle time ! 
And tous he went on with anaudible 
voice for Lome time. 
by the morning the lamp of life 
was jull burnt out—He bade his 
Sricuds ftarewel, and foon became 
ipeechtcfs—About fifteen minutes 
befor e his de parture, he tried mucly 
to {peak—-he caft his eyes upon one, 
Sho immediately began to recom- 
wiend his departing foul to God, 
endit was obferved that when prayer 
be gan, he made a motion with his 
dicad as if that was what he wanted, 
ff. died April 22d, 1774 aboue 
hine o'clock in the morning ; aged 
HTL LETS eight vears. 
Dournig bis ilnets, he. exprefled 
at thanktulnels for the mercies 
e was darv receiving , and ef{peci 
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~ Elis temper was 


> 
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ativ fortis feknefs; which he num. 
teved amonel them, avd which he 
jod ne kouew would curn eutto his 
eicri , al 





ial 


fo changed, that from being ftretful, 
peevifh and difcontented., he became 
meek, patient and refigned; and 
thofe ‘around him, who had been of- 
ten abuied by him, heard now, nos 
thing but the language of love— 
and altho’ his pains were oftentimes 
great, yet for five weeks, he never 
uttered an unbecomirg word ; but 
would often cry out for mercy in the 
midti of them, and fay, ‘* 1 delerve 
iv all.” 

Hie defired that Mr. M’Robert 
fhhould preach his funeral fermon, 
from Plalm 34, 6,°* lhis poor man 
cried, and the Lord heard him and 
faved him out of his troubles.” 

N. B. Vhe above requeft was 
complied with, and Mr. M’Robert 
preached from the words at the low- 
er meeting houfe in Hanover, May 

8,1774. 


0 ee 
Some Observations on Luke, X1v, 18. 


‘* And they all with one confent, 
began to make excufe,”? 





F thofe who are invited to 
6) the gofpel feaft, a large majo- 
riiy itis prefumed. intend at fome 
— period to accept the imvitati- 

; but feeling no inclination at 
elied to comply, it is neceflary 


ry that they be furnifhed with fome 


excufe fora refufal. Hence, varie 
ous excufes are made, which by 
fome are confiidered amply fufhicient 
for rheir exculpation. But as men 
are liable to err, and exceedingly 
prone to judge too favourably of 
themfelves ; and as errors refpect- 
ing the interefls of the foul, may be 
fatal ; it may not be improper to ex- 
amine into the validitv of fome of 
the excules, lo frequently made, for 
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the rejection of the goip: i and is 
bleffings. A good excufe will not 
{hrink from examination, nor can it 
be invalidated by it; a bad one can- 
not be too foon detected. 

Vhe excufe of one for inattention 
to the gofpel and its precepts, is 
that profeffors of religion are {pli 
into fo many parties, and entertain 
fuch a variety of opinions that it ap- 


pears to him impoflible to determine 


which of them hoids the truth. 

W ould the perfon who makes the 
excufe, enter on a careful examina- 
tion of the tenets, of the different 
fects profeffing chriftianity, he would 


perhaps find it lefs diffic ‘ult than he . 


now tuppofes, to afcertain, which of 
them is moft conformed in fentiment 


and praétice, to the standard of 


truth. No perfon at lealt can can- 
didly objeQ againit the jarring fen- 
timents of chriftians as'a fiumbling 
block thrown in his way, who kkows 
not what thefe faut enenth are. But 
this perfon in making his excufe, 
feems to miftake entirely his pre- 
fent duty. God calls upon him not 
to judge others, but to receive and 
obey the gofpel himfelf; but other 
people, it feems, adopt fo many me- 
thuds of ferving their maker, that 
he is afraid of falling into error, anc 
‘of the too evils he would rather dil- 
obey than miftake. But if fome do 
entertain erroneous opinions, the 
miflake of one fervant certainly 
o. ght not to excufe the difobedience 
of another. 

Were it reafonable to negle¢t the 
fervice of God until all chriftians 
could agree re{pecting the do¢trines 
he has revealed, the fervices he re- 
quires, and the mot proper method 
of rendering thefe fervices ; it would 
be much more reafonable, to be go- 
#erned by this rulean the commen 
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7 
chriftians, 1 

t cation all this perplexity ; the er- 

jrors Of no iecl among 


a 


é.a 
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purtuits otic. Men ditter much 
refpecting the proper method of cul- 
tivating the earth, yet reafon never 
diétated that it would not be pro 
per either to plough, fow, or reap, 
a all farmers could agree refpect- 

g the proper time and method ot 
pe ecapml thefe operations. Were 
it pofiible for any man free from in- 
fanity to make fuch a refolution, 
iis neighbours would very proba- 
ily convince him of his miftake, 
1ot by reafoning, but by a method 
of treatment more proper for one in 
lucha ftate,‘by a {tri obfervance of 
the apoftolic precept. ** If any will 
not work, neither flall he eat.” 

A perton about to engage in buf- 
nefs as a merchant, applies to his 
triends.for-adyice ; they all readily 
give it, but two of them cannot a- 
gree refpeting any of the particu- 
larson which advice is necéflary, 
though they all affign plaufible rea- 
fons for the advice which they give. 
Howis the man to proceed? ‘ he 
cannot dig,” perhaps, and is afliam- 
ed to beg! Is it therefore the fen- 
tence of reafan that he mutt flarve, 
if the jarring fentiments of his 
friends cannot be harmonized? No, 
if the advice of friends is of no ad- 
vantage, he muft follow the dictates 
of his own judnment, fubftituting 
caution in the room of advice, and 
by fo doing he will probably fuc- 
ceed better than if he had received, 
and agted on the unanimous inftruc- 
tions of his friends, by whofe opini- 
ons he wifhed to be regulated.— 
i he application of thefe obfervati- 
ons to the excufe under confiderati- 

nis ecafily made. But the faét is, 
hat the difference of opinion among 
is not fo great as to OCs 


us, will be 
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confidered fo deftructive as to pre 4 
vent falvation. . If a_ perfon there- 
fore fhould adopt. the fentim-nts 
and contorm to the prattice of any 
cenomination of chriflians. conceiv- 
ing them to be molt agreeable to 
the feriptures, he would doubtlefs 
be much better prepared to appear 
atthe bar of God, than he could- 
potlibly be, with the beit excufe for 
cilobeying the gotpel. AM chrilti- 
nS agree re{pecting things effential ; 
nil condemn the man who continues 
in fin; but if the cafe were other- 


4 


wile, and the fentiments of ali w oy 
5 


erroneous and abfurd, truth would 

not be injured by their erray, nor a | : 
perton excufable in deviating from 
the right path beeaule they had fet 
lima badexample. But ifa per- 
ion neglects religion, becaufe others 
entertain different opinions refpect- 
iugit, the implication is that if all 
ehriftiaas were of one mind, he 
sould be a profefor af religion; 
but a profeffon made on this princi- 
ple, it is to be feared, will not be 
more advantageous ia the day of 


judgment, than the excufe under 


confideration. As every man mutt | 
render an account for himfelf, it is 
requilite that every man think, and 
act for himfelf; and as we would 
all with propriety, reprobate a law, 
requiring our obfervance of any fy- 
ftem of rules, however popul: ir, 

which our confciences condemned ; 

we ought thankfally to improve the 
hiberty wherewi-h Chrift hath made 
us free, by a careful and arduous 
cnguiry, what the will of the Lord is 
nda ftrict conformity to it. Al). 
yeveated tiuth is of importance ; 


and it is certain that the various } 


chrifttans. 
; but i¢ would 
to conclude 


deutiments of pro! effed 
’ 
Catto ail be correct 


a" \ “1S uncharitable 





es 


that every perfon who is chargeable 
with trivial errors, is an enemy to 
thetruth, When we confider the 
weaknels of the human mind, and 
how liable men are to .deception ; 
inftead of being-furprifed at the dil- 
ferent fentiments prevalent in the 
chriftian world, on the fubject of re- 
ligion, we ought rather to rejoice, 
that refpecting things effential, al! 
are of one mind. Let us imitate 
chriftians of every denominat ion, 
as far as they are guided by the 
fcriptures—Let the moft. charitable 
copitruétion be put on their failings 
and miftakes; whilft at the fame 
time we guard againit the dangerous 
doctrine, that “ts it is immaterial 
what a man Lcheves, provided his 
conduét be good ;” as tho’ a man’s 
fentiments had no influence on his 
practice; or falficod were as well cal- 
culated as truth, to fanctify the heart. 
i igo tae perfon pleads as an ex- 
fe for the neglect of religion and 
its inflitutions, the variety of his 
worldly purfuits. dn making the 
neceflary provifion for himfelf and 
others dependent on hia, his mind 
is fo perplexed that he cannot pofh- 
bly attend to the fubject of religion, 
or difcharge its duties, with that un- 
divided attention, and fervent devo- 
tion, which are requifite. He there- 
fore hopes, that for tne prefent, he 
will be exculed. 

Can this perion covjecture how 
many months or years muft elapfe 
before he will probably enjoy th 
defired repote ! ? When will he wind 
up his plans, difentangle himfelf 


trom the world, and retire to be re- 
ligious ? Has he vet made anv ad- 

vances towards this ha appy iflue ? 
His excufe intimates nothing of this 
kind. Alas! when men are fo fully 
devoted te the world, as to leave no 
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time for the fervice of God, there is 
little probability: that 2 period will 
ever arife, when their worldly de- 
fires will fubfide and the love of 
God predominate in their hearts. 
The man who is indifpofed for the 
fervice of God by worldly cares, to 
day, is in danger ‘of being doubly fo, 
to-morrow.  Lvil difpofitions are 
not to be conquered or weakened: by 
gratification. Sinful habits are 
ftrengthened by every inftance of 
indulgence, and he who once excuf 
es himfelf for the neglect of his duty 
is in danger, of becoming more dif- 
pofed to make excufes, and of [atis- 
‘yimg his confcience w sth fuchvas are 
tefs plausible, until the day of his 
death. Then they willbe hard no 
more ; no finer will fay to God, in 
the latt dav, “I had not time to 
ferve thee.” 

But this man comptains of ser- 
plexity &c. diftreffing. cares attend- 
ant on the management of his world- 
ly affairs. How greatly is he to be 
pitied who in thefe circumftances 
rejects the only thing calculated to 
{weeten his toils and (mooth the ru: 
ced path of hfe. Would fuch be 
perfuaded to ‘‘ feek firft the kine- 
dom of heaven,” they might difmifs 
their anxiety, and confidently truft 
the promife of God, that all other 
things fiiould be aided unto them. 
Inftead of pleading worldly cares 
therefore, as an excufe for the ne- 
aledt of religion ;- where their cares 
are exceffive, religion ought to be 
inftantly embraced as the only con- 
netive. They are greatly miftaken 
who confine the adv antages of reli- 
gion, toa future flate. Godlinefs 
has the promife of the prefent irfe ; 
it affords all neceffary (upport under 


trials ; direGtion in doubtful cafes, 
and.afittance im the difcharge of e- 
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very duty. It has a tendency 
connect exceflive delires, and to en. 
courage thofe potleffed of it, with 
child-like confidence to approach 
God, as their Father, and afk for 
their daily bread. 
But the objects purfued »by the 
perfon who offers this excufe, ate 
(aid to be neceffarv. Hf fo they fur 
nifh no-excufe for inattention to ree 
ligion; it would be actran{greffion of 
the law of God to neglect them. 
* He that providesnot for his own, 
and efnecially for thofe of bis.own 
houfe, hath denied the faith, and is 
worfe than an infidel.’?? No man 
was ferft into this world tobe idle. 
‘If any will not work, neither fhalt 
he eat.” Attend to every duty in 


to 


its feafon, and beftow on every pur- 


fuit the degree of attention it a“ 
—and you may as confidently e 

pect the approbation of God avhiltt 
vou are employed in the thop or the 
field, as when you bow before his 
ht oll in the moft folemn acts of 
devotion. Food and raiment ary’ 
necefiary for us ; and the bene ficer’ 
Creator has not placed us tn a worl! 
richly replenifhed with every thing 


necetfary to fupply our wants, an-l 


at the fame time made it unlawfi! 
to ufe the means, neceffary to make 
is partakers of his bounty. Be af- 
fured that nothing is needful for us 
which cannot be obtained withort 
tran{grefling hislaw. And why wiil 
any expofe themfelves to fo: muck 
perplexity, in this world, and to end- 
iefs mifery in the next, to ota the 
poffefion of things vunnece Tory ? 
‘“ Why {pend ve your money, for 
that which is not bread, and your. 
labor for that which fatisGeth not?” 
Let exceffive cares he refifted, un- 
pata: purfuits relinquiihe “dy anden- 

age inthe fervice of God, that vou 
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may without diftrefling perplexity ' doctrines of the chriftian fyitem are 
procure the neceflaries of life and — clearly revealed, and not difficult to 
enjoy his bleffing with them. With- | be underftood by an impartial en. 
out this the wealth of the Indies | quirer after truth: Nay, they at 
would not render you happy, but | once. commend themfelves to the 
poffeffed of this, though afflicted and |confcience of fuch an enquirer as 
poor as Lazarus, you mutt be ble ff. | impreffed with the image of God, 
ed. Now be cattious in making | fuited to the neéeffitous circumftan- 
your choice, fhould vou continue to | ces of a ruined finner and worthy of 
excufe vourfelf when God imvites | his cordial acceptances Let it be 
you; and to purfue temporal blef- | fuppofed then that the infpired pen- 
fings in preferance to his grace, you | men have written © fome things hard 
may poffibly receive “ your good } to be underftood.” Wilk this furn- 
things” here. But temember that } ‘tha fuficient excufe for difobedi- 
this world paffeth away ; foon vou | ence to precepts unequivocally en-« 








i" " hi will be fummmoned to leave it. Then joined, or for unbelief of doctrines 
‘, your wealth and honors willno long. | clearly revealed and eafily compre- 
. er prevent ferious refieGtron. No | hended? Wouid any finner venture 
; artifice will be fufficient to conceal | to fay to his Maker, I will neither 


the guilt of thofe who fhall have | believe, nor obey, any part of thy 
perfilted in difobedience to God and | word, until the whole is made plain 
in rejection ofhis gofpel ; prefuming | to my underftanding ? It would feem 
on their worldly cares as afufficient | as though fome men were of the o- 
excufe. pinion that if God thould make a re~ 

Another excufes himfelf for inat- | velation to man, all men muff es. 
tention to the gofpel, by obferving | qually and perfeétly underftand 
ot in general terms, that there are ma- | It, however various their capaci- 

ny things in the fcriptures difficult | ties ; and that this revelation mu 
to be underftood,and not a few doc- | be forcibly made to thofe who were 


nF trines which are incomprehenfible. unwilling to receive it, otherwife 
xT, Though this excufe favors of infi- | no creature would be bound to 
ie delity, yet many exprefs themfelves | beheve or obferve ft. . Thus vain 
¥ in this manner, who acknowledge | man prefumes to call in qveftion 

. &. the fcriptures to be a divine revela- | the proceedings of his Maker.— 
x tion. The perfon who admits this, | ‘ He would be wife.” Forgetting 

is at once rendered inexcufable for | that he is a creature of the duft, he 
ws inattention to the word of God, un- {| afptres tobe asGod. But when the 

i lefs he finds it impofiible fo deter- | experience of all men evinces, that 

any mine from the feriptures, what his | they are meapable of underftanding 
\ a faith or practice ougkt to be in any | themfelves, or of comprehending 


Ae cale---unlefs the whole contents of | any ofthe works of God, to perfeéti- 
_— { the Bible are to him incomprehenfi- | on they ought not to be furprifed, 
~ ae ble. In this cafe indeed he would] nor ftumble at his world, fhould it 
— be as excufable for imattentiontothe | be found to conta doétrines, not 
Bible, as they are who have never] contrary to, but above their reafon. 
ee feen it. But all acknowledge that] Inftead of feeking for an excufe for 

:. ae the precepts and the moft important i our criminal inattention to religion, 
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in the myfteries of révelation thus 
endeavoring to make God account- 
abie for our crimes ; let us rather 
praife hiv, that his word is fuilicient 
to make us wie to laivation—tiat 
the pata to heaven ts. {0 pianly 
lineated thefe, that fools neel. not 
err; and that by honeilly endeavour- 
ing to do ive willot God, we fthall 


(le. 


obtain a deliverance trom meny ol 
our preteat doubts our pe pl-xin 
dithcalties wilt vaath, an’ we 


{hall kaaw ob the doctr lie, \ 
it be of God.” | 

Ot the aumbers who endeavour to 
excuf> themlelves for rejecting 
the gofpel, not a few qiict then 
c@niciences, or endeavour to do fo, 
by the followiig obfervation: if I 
ain to he fave 1, { thati be taved. 

‘Phis, ts confeiled!v a truth not to 
be controverted. Bitwhat tfhall we 
infer from it? Phat a finner may 
poNbly be faved, contrary to the me- 
thod of talvation which God has re- 
vealed ? Can a fianer jultly infer, 
from any premifes. whatever, that 
he may poffibly be faved without 
faith and repentance, of holinefs ? 
Iihe can, he may likewile infer that 
he may be faved without [alvation. 

The obfervation, “ If lam to be 
faved, &c.” feems to imply that the 
man is in doubt whether he fhall be 
faved or not. “Now though we are 
not made acquai.:ted with the fecret 
things which belong to God; fuch 
2s the precife number of thole who 
fhall be faved, or the names of the 
indtviduals of whom that number 
fhall be compofed ; there are other 
things of which we have certain in- 
formation, ‘* Except ve repent ye 
flaall all Tikewife periih. He that 
believeth not ‘hall be damned.” 
‘Uhe man, therefore, who neither 
repents nor believes the golpel, 
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not in a doubtful itate, © Lhe wrath 
of God abideth on shim.” In the 
day of julgmeat, when iummoned., 
by the trump of the arch-angel, te 
appear before the Son of Maa, fuéh 
a iiauer may then fay, with as much 


trucn ashe now fays it, ** if i am 
ty be faved IL ihalibe faved.” Bie 
would this ob.ervation, could we 


tuppofe it pofhioie for a finner then to 
nake it, have any inflience on the 
judge, or any teadency to mitigate 
che dreadful fentence, which te wail 

then pronounce againit all unbelieve 
No. All fiéh willshen real. 
' thrat they who are to be. cenanyt ed 

. ll be damned, and thet of this une 
happy auniberwwilk all thofe be fauud 


=fc f ? 


who thall have contmucd to reiy on, 


any thipe as ay faffierent excufe tor 
difobedtence to the go!pel of Uhriit, 

Would the perton who offyré tnis 
excufe for fighting the gofpel invi- 
tation, be willing to act conformahiv 
it, in the coneerms of th’s lite? 
Suppofe him feized by a violent dil- 
eafe, and urged bv his friends to ap- 


ply toa phyfician of fill, as the only 


to 


method of efcaping immediate death , 


—would he calmly reply, if 1 am to 
live, f fhall live? Or fuppofe he ob- 
jets againit the tedious methods, by 
which ‘according to divine appoint- 
ment, 
obtained, and refufes to earn his 
bread by the fweat of his-brow— 
pleading as bis excufe for thus devi- 
ating from the common practice, 
that he firmly believes if he istotive 
he fhall live. Would he not at once 
be commited to the Bettering-heufe 
or Bedlam as a perfon. deranged * 
It is only in maiters refpeéting their 
lalvationthat men refort to thers ais» 
furdities, in temporal concerns the 

aét from fentiments taore 
ihey look not for the end 


a 


ratio: al. 3 
without the 


food amd raiment are to Fe. 
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means; they expect a crop only 

where feed has been fown. Thus 
rationally, however, mutt all be 
broug! t to aét, who obtain falvatron. 
We mutt run, to obtain the prize.— 
If we enter the ttraight gate it mutt 
be by ftriving—Tf Tei 1s but one way 
to heaven, and that is narrow, [trew- 

ed with thorns, and infefted by nu 

merous foes. Kmbracing the gol. 

pe ‘l, we enter this way—by keeping 

the eye fixed on Je fus, we fhall be 
prote ‘Aled and guarded to the end ot 

our journey, and at laft owned and 
biefled as’ his humble followers ; 
whilft confcious guilt fhall feal in 
latling filence, the lips of thofe, who 
flail have continued to make vain 
excufes; or if they fpeak, it will be 
but to acknowledge the jullice of 
the fentence, which fhall conhgn 
them to remedilels woe. 


Then no more vain excufes make, 
When Jefus bids you come ; 

Come now, and of his grace partake, 
O ! enter while there’s room. 


Now is the time, th’ accepted time ; 
Ail things are ready now, 

Welcome, ye poor, ye halt, ye blind, 
‘The feaft was made for you. 


Here richeft dainties crown the board 
Wear bought, by blood divine— 

Here finners fup with Chrilt the Lord 
And on his breaft recline. 

Tlow will the wretch his crime ex- 

cule, 

Who thliehts fo rich a feaft ? 

When Chriit invites, who can refufe, 
Ct Ake Ee Wee te 
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Observations upon Acts x, S4—$5. 


‘Then Peter opened his mouth, 
and faid, of a truth I perceive that 
God is no refpecter of perfons ; but 
nation, he thatieareth him, 
and worketh righteoulnels, is ace 
cepted with him.” 





HIS. is the beginning ofthe 
difcourte delivered by the A- 


puis Peter to Cornelius the Centu- 
rian, andhis friends. ‘Uhis piece of 
Ev axigelacial hiltory is fo reafonable ; 
and the circumftances fo well in the 
recoliection of everv one in the ha- 
oitof reading his Bible, that it is 
unnecellary to repeat the particulars. 
For the purpofe of explaining the 
firft claufe of this paflage of {crip« 
ture, [ thall obferve that this Core 
nelius was a Roman, and a Gentile. 
Now it was a common opinion a- 
mong the Jews that God viewed 
their nation with peculiar regard ; 
fo that every Jew, becaule he was 
a Jew, was acceptable to God.— 
Whereas every Gentile, becaufe he 
was a Gentile, was fuppofed to be 
an out cait of Heaven, neither un- 
der the protection, nor in the favor 
of God. ft is well known that this 
opinion was. prevalent among the 
Jews. It arofe from partial incor- . 


_ rect views of the difpenfations of- 


God towards the Jewiih nation. It 
was fuppofed that this people was 
feleéted in preference to others-— 
that the lively oracles were commit- 
ted unto them, and that there were 

roft remarkable interpofitions of 

leaven in their favor, becaufe the 


Lord loved them above all the ma- 
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tions of the earth. “And hence, o! 
courfe, they looked upon. other na- 
tions as unholy, polluted, avd accu- 
fed. ‘Lhemfcives they believed to 
be the choten of God, to the. exclu. 
fion of others. Hence even the A- 
poltles were altonifhed when they 
obferved the gifts and graces ol 
the Holy Spirit conferred ‘upon the 
Gentiles: I fay that their views 
were partial and incoriect: for it 
-muft be manifeft to tie attentive 
obferver, that the defign of the De- 
ity in choofing the Jewith nation as 
his peculiar people, and diltinguifh- 
ing them from all others, was, that 
the knowledge of the true God 
might be preferved in the worid ; 
and that <hrough them all the 
nations of the earth might be 
bleffed. And even, with rel{pect to 
Abraham, tt is maniteit that he was 
chofen, becauite, perhaps, he was the 
fitteft man in the world to.aniwer 
the purpoie, which God intended in 
the choice, ** For I know mn, faith 
the Lord, that he will command his 
chitdven” and hishoufhold after him, 
and they firall keep the way of the 
Lord to do juftice and judgment ; 
that the Lord roay brisig upon A- 
braham that which he hath {poken of 
him.” And this, no doubt, was the 
lightin which the better fort of Jews 
viewed this matter. ‘It might how- 
ever have been expecied, that thofe 
who had not correct views of the dif- 
penfations of God would falt into the 
errors which I have mentioned, efpe- 
cially when it is recollected that the 
Jewith nation was not only remark- 
ably diftinguifhed by providential 
interpofitions : : but that various rites, 
and ceremonies were inftituted for 
the very purpote of preferving them 
diftinét from other nations. Hence 
alihough they knew, or atlealt might 
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have known that Jehovah was the 
me trueGod, yet they fuppofed that 
ae was in fome way the tutelary 
Deity of the Jews ; that he regards 
ed them with a particular alfe oe 
becaule they were Jews: that: 
they iuppofed God to be a refpebl. 
er of perfons. And it is evident 
that the Apoltles, as well as others, 
fell into this error; neither were 
they better-inftruéted, until after 
the afcenfion of our Lord, and the 
gittofthe Holy Spirit. ‘The inten- 
tion ef the vilron, which Peter law, 
while at the houfe ot Simon the 
tanner, was to remove thote undue 
prejudices, which had arifen tu bis 
mind, refpecting othernations. As 
is manifelt from the Apoille’s owa 
account of it, after his return to Je- 
rufalem : By comparing what ne 
had leen, with the accounts gIVEN 
both by the meflengers of Corne lius, 
ind by Cornelius himife lf, his preju- 
dices gave way, he comes tu this 
conclulion, ** Ff perceive, favs he, 
that God is not a refpecler of per- 
fons: He regards no man with fa- 
vor becaufe he isa Jew: becaule he 
is of this.or that nation or condition 
in life; Butin e¥ery nation he that 
feareth God, and worketh righteoul- 
nefs isaccepted with him.’ Or, a3 
it might more properly be rendered, 
‘ acceptable to him. And this, I 
hope, willnot be thoughtis canes 
for the explanation of the fit clauf 
of the paffage under coufideration. 
Let us now briefiy confider the 
latter claufe, ** But in every nation 
he that feareth God and worketh 
righteoufnefs is accepted with him.” 
To whatever controverhes this text 
may have given rife, or bowever it 
may have been tortured by partial 
interpreters, [believe a man of a 
plain unfophitticated mind would 
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hardl¢y think of farting a difficulty 
fromit. The meant Ty rf dc words 
1s well determ ined’ by the conneéti- 
on in whic they ftand. Let ‘the 
hittory jull preceding be attended to 
joratew minutes. Cornelius was 
a devout amon & the Rowan 
foldiers. dhe place where he was 
flationed gave bim no doubt the op- 
portunity of learning the great trutins 
of the Jewith religion, the unity and 
pe rfections of «ah Deity; and the 
fervice which God re quired of his 
creatures.  ** He teared God with 
66 a} his houte, gave much alms to 
‘© she people, aud prayed to God al- 
_ wav.” learn teo from the 
difcourfe of St. Peter that he had 
heard reporcs concerning the lite, 
the doctrine, the miracles, and the 
death of Jefus Chrift. No doubr, 
Cornetics telt the blindnefs of hts 
mind, and his: need of inftruction ; 
and we who prayed always, furely 
praved that God wouid afford him 
the lizht which he needed, ~No 
deubt be felt himfelf a finner, but 
wh.ttodohe knew not. This is 
maniielt trom the words of the An. 
gel, “© Send unto»Joppa, for Peter, 
(favs he} and he will tell thee what 
thou oughteft todo.” Wemay fup- 
pofe that Cornelius, as he had jut 
befure been engaged in prayer, in 
ail humility had been entreating the 
Csod wh rm he feared, to fend him 
light, and give him direction: his 
cry, pe rhaps, was ‘* Lord what wilt 
thou nave me todo.” 


manu 
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Vhe anfwer by an angel was 
t Sencl for Peter, and he fhall give 
thee infermatien, ” Peter’s mind 


had been prepared, bv th 
obey the fummong of Cornelius,— 
He therefore, without hefitation, 
goes to him though a Gentile ; and 
Bhearing from Cornelius himfelf a 
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confirmation of the words of the 
meflengers ; and a more minute 
account of the appearance of the ans 
gel ; he opened his: mouth and dee 
clared that he plainly perceived that 
** God is no relpecter of perlons ; but 
that in every nation he that fearech 
God, and worketh rightcoufneis 18 
wuccepted with him.”? =. And immee 
diately, in continuation, he untolded 
the Gotfpel plan of Salvation, he 
preached Jclus Chrift untc them, 
and faith in his name. as the only 
ground of pardon and acceptance.— 
From this plain fimple unadorned 
tory, | would draw tnis conclufion, 
that, in every nation, he who lives 
according to the light which he ene 


joys—-he who fears God, and pere 


forms the duties encumbent upon 
him as far as he perceives his du- 
ty—who prays unto God, and begs 
of hin to fhew him the truth and to 
preferve him from’ error—that he 
willbe viewed by Heaven witha 
propitious eve—that his fervices and 
fincere defires will be fo acceptable 
unto God, that he willin fome way 
or other give him the light and 
knowledge. neceffary to falvation ; 
he shall be inftru@ted what he ought 
todo. And if any other conclufion 
can be fairly drawn from this paf- 
fage I ihould be glad to know what 
it 1s. 

Iiaving thus very briefly, but I 
truft plainly, tated what I judge te 
be the true meaning of this text of 
fcripture, I thall with lke brevity 
animadvert upon ove or two notions 
attempted to be founded on this 
pafluge, but which appear to me te 
be erroneous. 

In the firft place then, there are 
fone who from this paflage attempt 
to fupport the opinion that our owa 
works are the ground of our accepe 
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bance with God, and of courfe of our 
Malvation. But this opinion cannot 

e reconciled with the deiign of Pe- 
er’s mifhon to Cornelias, nor with 
he latter part of Peter’s tpeech de- 
livered on the occafion, nor with o- 
her parts of fcripture. if our own 

orks are the ground of our accep- 
ance with God, and if Cornelius was 
a devout, jult man, (as is evident 
rom the nittory) why need Peter be 
fentto him to imfiruct him what he 
fhould do? [It is meconlilient with 
Peter’s fermon, for he preached Je- 
fus and remiffion of fing through be- 
lief in his name. «It is inconfiltent 
with the tenor of fcripture, ** for by 
grace are ye faved through faith, and 
that not of yourfeives, itis the gift 
of God”—fimilar to which many 
paflages might be quoted. ut let 
us jult confider for a moment the 
flate of the two parties, the preacher 
and Cornelius and his friends. ‘Ihe 
Apolile’s mind, it is manifefl, had 
been deeply infeéted with Jewith 
prejudices, and the very intent of 
the vifion was toremove them. He 
knew however the terms of falvation, 
for the Holy Ghott had been given, 
aid Peter had preached the gofpel 
to the Jews with wonderful fuccefs ; 
it was his belief however, previous to 
the vifion, that the gofpel was intend- 
éd only for the Jews, that it was for 
their fakes the long expected Meffiah 
had come: that he came for the re- 
demption of Hrael. Cornelius knew, 
no doubt that Peter wasa Jew: it 
Was therefore highly proper that the 
Apottle fhould make fome obferva- 
tion to quiet the uneafinefs which 
Coineling and his friends would na- 
turally feel on this very account,— 
The introdu€tion to the fermon, was 
therefore conciliating. He is con- 
Yinced that the gofpel was not to be 
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confined to the Jews; in the very 
act of begining to preach Jecfus, ne 
leclares tuls conviction ia the words 
of the paflage ander coulideration 
and thea immediately proceeds to 
preach remiliion of fins thro’? Chrilt, 

Another oprnion, held by trots 
who call themfeives liberal men, is, 
that if chofe who have minds fo coa- 
ttituted (to ufe the modith expretlie 
ov) as to be unabie to perceive the 
force of the evidences of the Chriitie 
an religion, and who of courle do 
aot receive it aS a revelation from 
neaven ; that, if fuch as thefe fear 
God and work righteoufnelis, they 
will be accepted with God, Cer- 
tainly I believe that invincible ignos 
rance will be excufed ; and I as cere 
tainly believe tuch men as Cornelius 
wili have the mitruction necetlary to 
falvation alfordedto them. but this 
opinion, as held by thofe who ex- 
prefs themfelves as above, is rather 
toa liberal. It is one of the exe 
tremes into which the human mind 
is prone tofiv. Ounce he whoin the 
(malleft punctilio differed from the 
creed eftabhfhed by law, was de- 
nounced as heretic, and the Anae 
themas of the church were thune 
dered againtt him. butnow in Mae 
ny parts of the world the cant of 
liberality and moderation is the cant 
of the mode, anda man, provided he 
be but a liberal man, may be juit as 
ny thing elle that pleafes him, Letit 
not be iaid however that [ condemn 
liberality and moderation. Thev are 
marks of the enlightened Chriflian— 
but there are bounds beyond which 
they are not’ to pals; let them be 
guided and moderated by truth.— 
Let us not cherifh and enceurage a 
falfe impolter under a {pecious name, 
co the mutilation and deftruclion of 
the religion of the gofpel. ‘Lhe libee 
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reality now in vogue is an Impoiler. 
the (purious ofispring -of infidelity 
avd falle phok fophy ; a deceitiul 
wetender to the charagter of Chri- 
dtian benevolence. J bofe whe zhink 
shat one religion 1s as good 96 ano- 
ther, and thole who belicse that no 
religion ‘ is better than ail, are migho 
fiicklers for what theyare pleated LG 
term liberality and moderation. — 
Chriiitan. bevevolence at the flame 
time that it jeads us to treat all men 
with meeknefs and patience, obliges 
us to held fall the truta; to defend 
it to the uimoli, to declare it open- 
ly, without feur. favor, or adele cn 
And ove truth which is often meul. 
cated in the gofpel, and 1s not con- 
trididicd by the palfage betore us, 1s, 
that however fair the external aa 
portment, hows 
duct of men, unlefs thev have faith 
in the Lord Jefus Chrift, that they 
cannot be faved. But the opinion 
to which f am now oppofed is found- 
ed upon fuppofitions which are not 
trne. Itin the firtt place. fuppofes 
that there are in Chiiltian nations, 


mien who fear God, and work righte- 


oufnets, and pray always, who yet 
reject the gofpel of Chrift ; and fe- 
condiy that iuch is the nature of the 
evidences of our religion ; and fuch 
the conftitation ef certain minds ; 
nt atihongh they ever fo much defire 
the cruth, and fearch fo rat with all 
dilpence, yet it is undifcoverable 
bv thea : Both which opinions, 
ji 1S Maintained are erroneous,— 
Ancdinthe fill place it is afferted 
without fear of contradiétion, that 
there is not within the found of the 
gcipel fuch a deilt as Cornelivs was 
betore the gofpel was preached to 
hin. the obfervation of every man 
(who has had the op portunity © of ma. 
ki g oblervaticns upon this fubjeQ) 


o 


ver {peciovs the cane | 
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| gion is rejected, 


nee 


is fuficient to convince him the 
thofe who reject the gofpel, are not 
ithe men who fear God, and wor 
ighteoufneis, and pray always.— 
Such men as Cornelius receive the 
gofpel whenever it 1s preached unto 
them, as he himfeli did. ‘On this 
head I fhall only adda requeft w 
thofe who are not fatisfed, that the 
would for themfelves cobferve > the 
charaéter and couduct of unbeliey 
ers. ‘i his will convince them. 
The fecond opinion is equall 
unfounded with the firft. Itis in 
deed nota litte furprifing that any 
who believe the fcriptures fhoul 
bold fuco an opinion. EHecaufe, | 
think, we have fufficient affuranc 
that thafe who humbly and diligenr 
ly feek for the truth fhall find it.— 
And more dver, if the nature of the 
evidence by which the gofpel hiftory 
is proved to be true be examined, 
we fhall find nothing in it whic’ may 
not be difcerned by oneman of com 
mon fenfe as wellas another. It is 
as ealy for a man of common capa 
city to afcertain the authenticity of 
the gofpels or epiftles as that of Ho 
mer’s Iliad, or Cicero’s Orations, 
ihe fulfilment of thofe prophecies 
which are of obvious fignification can 
be known by a man who can kno 
that Jerufalem was deftroyed by the 
Romans in.a fhort time after the 
death of JefusChrift. And a mat 
who is fit tobe ajuror ina civil caule 
can judge of the teftimony of fimple 
unartful men. There is nothing 1 
all this, but what a plain man of goo 
plantation-fenfe (if [ may fo fpeak) 
can eafily underitand. But if we 
turn from the evidences of religioa 
to thofe who reject it, it will be ealy 
enough to unravel the-whole 3 
fterv. Weean underiitand why relir 
We perceive the 
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cauic, notin the conilitution of th, 

‘ntelleét, but in the temper of the 
heart. Itis the wantof fincere love 

to the truth which makes men un- 
believers. Let them only be bro’t 
to pray for light as Cornelius did ; 

and they will foon find the evi den- 
ces of religion fufficiently ftrong for 
conviction. But while tlie temper 
of the hea. t is wrong, if the proof of 
Chriftianity were rigid mathema- 
tical demontiration at every ftep it 


all would be reje -&ted. ‘The mind can 
5 in by fhutting its eye reject any eVi- 
an dence. They are miltaken who 
ould™™ think it is fuperior acutenets, and 
fe, | uncommon fagacity which makes 
ance men infidels. - It Is a CORRUPT 
‘eDte WNEART. 

t.—< In thofe countries then where the 


the light of the gofpel is fhed abroad, 


Lory thofe who fear God, and work righ- 
ed, teoufnefs and pray alway, are Chrif- 
nay tians ; and they will be accepted 
OMe with God through faith in Jefus 
t is Chrift. And univerfally, they who 
pa- according to the light they have, 
’ of fear the one living and true God ; 
To who live according to the law given 
ns, unto them, and who earne(lly pray 
ict that God would fhine into their 
an hearts, and teach them the truth ; 
or who enquire earneftly what they 
the muft do, will find acceptance with 


Gad, fo that he will, as in the cale 
of Cornelius, by fome mode or o- 
ther, communicate what is neceflary 
to be known, and this without re- 
gard to the nation to which they be- 
jong, or the condition of life in 
which they are pleced. 
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A Charge delivered before the 
Peak ‘ies of Luzerne county, 
Penn.) Nov. 1860, by Judge Ruin. 





Gentlemen of the Grand Fur 
Ys 


riage ot Penvfy Ivae 
nia, have been f wored 


with a fueteea of legiflators, who, 
from time to time, aud by a variety 
ot laws, have endeavored to cxiend 
the snterelts of virtue and morality. 
At the head of thefe, for many rea- 
fons, we mult place the iluiirious 
founder of the province, WiLLiam 
Penn, aman not lefs: diltiaguithed 
by accomplifhments of the under- 
ftanding, than the more impo-tant 
virtues ‘ote character eminently pi~ 
ous and moral. ‘ihe comprehen- 
five mind of this modern Lycurgus, 

as he has been properly ttyled by 
Montefquieu, was deeply fenfible of 
the abfolute neceffity of combining 
religious bel: ef wey a correfponsings 
practice, 3 in order to lay a folid foun. 
dation for focial happinefs and prot. 
perity. Under his aufpices, and 
dustin his adm Cstilieasticia, the. pub- 
lic acts of govern nent, evince the 
greateft anxiety to blend with the 
civil laws of the countrv, thole peje 
cious inftitutions that are calculated 
to advance the belt interelts of man- 
kind. And though an unaffeded 
fenfe of pietv predominated in his 
mind, and always lay near his heart, 
yet it never led him to aim at anv 
improper exerciie of power, or to 
erecl his own creed as a ttancdard of 
popular belief, tis Chriitianity 
drawn from the pureit fources ; and 











Pe 


h r 
fi 


Ds 
ae 


oe tthe 





a a 


8% On Profane Sweavrin os 











while it taught him the molt pro- 


found veneration for the rigits of 


conicience, it ferved to expand and 
illumine the genius of the law-giver. 
¥t was the opinion of this enlighten- 
ed Chrifiian philofopher, * that no 
perfon fhoald be compelled to mazn- 
tum or to frequent any place of relt- 
gous worthip whatever—or be ever 
molefied on account of any religious 
principles, provised he believed in 
the exiflence of ONE GOD,”— 
Kui however liberal bis ideas were 
On controverted | oints of theology, 
yet the pernicious member of focie- 
ty—the tmmoral man, whofe aéh- 
ous are holitle to v 
fifes was jutily held in abhorrence, 
and delivered up to the fecular pow- 
¢r, to be dealt with according to his 
delert. ‘Phe drunkard, the fwear- 
er, the aculterer, the Sabbath-break- 
€r, the gumbler, with the wholecrew 
ot moral diforganifers, were in his 
judgment, proper objeéts of legal 
cogolZance 3; becante no diQtates af 
conlorvence can be pleaded for violat- 
Ing the duties of natural religion, 
eo: jaitify overt adts, or even expref- 
Hoos, when they are fubverfive of 
private rights, or focial order. 

tt the people of Pennfylivania at 
Matec, have derived no benefit from 
the exceticnt laws and inflructive 
exampte of this traly great and be- 
nevolent legifiaior, we m: ay be per- 
mitted te hope, the focietv at lealt, 
of which he was a confpicuous medias 
ber, have profited by his precepts 
aud hisiabours, cis certain, that 
from tome caufey the vice of com. 
mon {wearing, fo generally and fo 
fhamefully prevalentin our country, 
isnot fo much as heard of among tt 
them ; and that thev ere fill diftin- 
guifbed by an vadiminithed zeal in 


fupport of thei’ public infiitutioas, ! 


rirtue and a good 














Ne ee moun 
a pauacbual diicharge of their rellgte 
ous end fucial duties, and a rigid 
and {crupulousattention to the mo. 
rals and education of their youth. 
in thefe refpests, they. are highly 
worthy our imitation, and fhould be 
an example to every other denomi- 
ration of Chriftians among us. 

‘The law for the prevention of vice 
and immoralitv, in Penafylvania, 
continued pretty much the fame 
from the year 1705, till the late res 
volution, which feparated the Unite 
ed States from Great Britain, I[¢ 
was them for the firft time confider- 
ably enlarged, and affumed the gens 
eral form ead Ye eatures it has Gnee 
retained. Not only unneceffary las 
bour on the first day of the week, 
was forbidden, but all sports and di. 
Versions wite tellratacd.: The fame 
able and enterprifing legiflative boe 
dy, that in the vear 1780, laid the. 
plan for the final abolition of domefe 
tic flavery, have happily incorporates 
ed into our municipal code, the. 
Christian prohibition of all {ports 
and diverfions, as well as unnecefs 
fary labour on the first day of the 
week, 

It was upon this fabje&t, I had the. 
honor of addrefling che laft Grand 
Jury, affembled for the county of | 
Luzerne—-and | then proceeded to 
go through a methodical difcuffion 
of the law of 1794, for the preventi- 
on of vice and immorality ; the fea 
cond fe€tion of which, in courfe, 
now prefents itfelf to view. This 


fection impofes a penalty of fixty-°" 


feven cents, for profanely curfing 
and {wearing by the name of GOD, 

CHRISL JESUS, or the HOLY 
GHOSI—-and for curfing and 
{wearing by any other name or thing 
the penalty of forty cents. Ifthe. 


penalties are not paid, the offender 
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tn the firft cafe, is to be committed 
to the houfe of correction, tor a pe- 
riod not exceeding 24 hours, and in 
the latter not exceeding 12 hours ; 
there to be fed with bread and wa- 
ter, and to be kept at hard labour. 
Ot all the vices, the wickednels 
and ingenuity of man have been a- 
ble to invent, there is none that fur- 
nifhes a more melancholy evidence 
of moral degradation and de pravity 
of mind, than the practice of {wear- 
lng in’ common converfation ; be- 
cavtfe it is attended with no pofh ible 
advantage or pleafure. With re{pect 
to almoitl every other vice that can 
be named, it may be eafily traced to 
fome paffion in the human breatt ; 
and in the momestary pleafure at- 
tending the gratification, we per- 
ceive tie caufe, though not an apo- 
logy for the crime. ‘The unchatte, 
the glutton, the drunkard, the adul- 
terer may plead in their behalf, the 
pleafure refulting frora’fenfual in- 
dulgence, and the ftren gth of temp- 
tation, arifing perhaps, | from fome 
conftitational bias. We may how- 
ever, venture to affert, w hatever 
predifpofition to certain vices may 
be connected with particular contti- 
tutions, no perfon was ever born 
with a propenfity to {wearing or blal- 
hemy, or ever experienced a mo- 
ment’s pleafure from it. To the 
commifhon of this crime there is no 
inducement. ‘ihe {wearer 
ther flimulated on the one hand by 
the hope of profit, which animates 
the thief and the gambler; nor on 
the other by the profpe¢t of gratify- 
ing fome bodily fenfe or appetite, 
which influences the glutton, the a- 
dulterer, or the drunkard. 
I well know, Gentlemen, that pro- 
fane {wearing is too generally con- 
fidered as an offence of the molt ve- 
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nial kind, and altogether below no- 
tice. But I take the liberty of fay. 
ing, this is the languag@™f tolly and 
inconfideration: for if the queftion 
be examined on the ground of rea- 
fon or revelation, it wili appear to 
be a fin of peculiar aggravation as it 
refpects the Supreme Being, and of 
infinite mifchréf as it refpedts our 
fellow creatures. Permit me here 
to obferve, that in reading over the 
ten commandments, the difference 
of expreffion in which they are deli- 
vered 1s difcernable and {triking. 
When murder is forbidden, itis faid’ 
thou fhalt not kill, When adultery 
is forbidden, it ts faid thou thalt ot 
commit adultery. When perjury is 
forbidden, it is faid thou {halt not 
bear falfe witnefs againft thy ne 
bour. ‘But when profane {wea 
is forbid, it is in language -va ly 
more greens and emphatic.’ I as 
written thou fhalt not take the x 
of the Lord thy God in vain ; 
an alarming reafon is added ‘to | 
cafe, and in no ether; as if to {hew 
a greater degree aemargre fon, and 
certainty of punifhment—* for the 
Lord will not hold him guiltlefs,”” 
that is, according to a Hebrew mode 
of expreffion, he will mott affuredly 
punifh him * that taketh his name 
in vain.” In fhort, if the entire ab- 
fence of all temptation to vice, and 
the utter exclafion of all pleafure in 
the commifiion of fin, ne ce fiarily en- 
hance the guilt of an action, we cen 
be at no lofs to account for Heaven’s 
pointing its moft dreadful thunders 
againtt {wearing and blafohemy. 
Should an earthly, monarch 
mitthe fubjeéts in one part of his 
empire to trample on his anthority, 
and to treat with contempt his name 
and charaéter, the example would: 
foon fpread into other parts of his 
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cominions, Mid be foliowed by the 
mott fatal eTe&s to his government. 
“A conduét of this kind would, de- 
trouflrate his imbecility, and unfit- 
refs to (way a fceptre ; and under 
bis feeble adminiflration, every 
thing would foon rofl: into diforder 
endruin. Now as God is the mo- 
ral Governor and Ruler of the Uni- 
verfe ; the Sovereign not only of 
this world, but of unnumbered o- 
thers, it is abfolutely neceffary that 
he fhould maintain good order in e- 
very part of his vaiverfal empire. 
Ie is neceffary he fhould fecure his 
mame aud government from con- 
tempt, in the eftimation of the inha- 
bitagts of this lower world, as well 
es afthe millions of moral agents 
thatare difperfed through the bound- 
Jefae{cencs of creation, and who no 
dogbt pry into bis ways and laws. 
J; fuppot tion that the command 
not to profane the name of GOD), is 
limited to this {mall fpeck of creati- 
Mo, is a very narrow and erroneous 
conception of the fubject, ane alto- 
gcther unworthy of the Sovereign 
ofthe Univerfe. On the coutrary, 
there Is every reafon to believe, that 
itis a law equally extenfive ‘with 
moral agency, aud binding on ail 
ranks of iatelligent beings, in what- 
ever form, and wherever they exilt ; 

becaufe it is conceived a law of this 
kind is indifpenfably neceflarv to 
fupport the throne of God himfelf, 
ened to the very exiltence of kis mo-« 
yafcovernment., Butalas, Gentle- 
men! fuch is the prepoé Rerows wick- 
edneis of man, ** that he who ac 

knowiedges the molt urofound vene- 
ration to be due to an ais King, 
end careth notrepeat his name with- 
out hononr, vet blufheth not to pro- 
Jane the name ot his Creator, er to 
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He who feareth to breathe a whif- 
per again(t his earthly fovereign, 
trembles not to tuvoke the name of 
his GOD on the moft trivial occa- 
fions. He forgetteth his majefty, 
he rejudgeth his judgment. Why 

shea i unpunifhed O man, but that 
this is not the day of thy retributi- 
on ?” 

With refpeét to the more than bru- 
talrulenets of common {wearing ; 
what fhall [fay of it, gentlemen? 
It has been remarked, and truly, 
that polit enefs and good manners 
are diiplayed in an eafy deportment 
and converfation, that render a man 
agreeable to-allaround him. Slight- 

ing and difrefoedctful expreffions. of 
an abfent friend, are acknowledged 
to be tuconfilent with every idea of 
good breeding and civility ; becaule 
they excite uneafy and painful fenfa- 
tion. Forthe fame reafon, to: tra- 
duce to your face, the chara&ter of 
one who is notorioufly your Patron 
and Benefactor, has been always e- 
fleemed indecent and offenfive.. It 
is ne doubt, on this ground, the mi- 
itary fervants of a Monarch, are 
fuppofed to be treated in avery im- 
proper manner, when their fovereign 
is fpoken of in their prefence 1 
terms of reproach or difhonour.— 
Bring the matter home, at once, to 
vour own bofom. Thou haft a 
friend—or perhaps a wife, dearer 
than anv friend upon earth. What 
would you think in this cafe, of the 
petfon who fthouid malictoufly or 
wantonly {port with her fame and 
honor to vourface and in vour hear 
ing? “Lhe wretch who could thus 
{peak daggers to vour heart, would 
deferve univerfal execration, and te 
he driven from fociety as an unfeel- 
inge monfter. Suppofe then only 
for a moment, (and we are confidest 
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the cafe will be often found to he 
more that fuppofition) than there 
are fome perions in the world, who 
venerate, love, and adore their Cre- 
ator as the greate ft and beft of be- 
ings, who are deeply fenfible of their 


-obligationsto him, and whole hearts 


are filled with the molt ‘ardent gra- 
titude to him for his mercy aa 
goodnels,—Suppofe Lfay a cafe of 
this fort, and you will then be able, 


oY compariag it with the proceeding 


te torm fome idea of the agony and 
diftrefs a good man may be fappot- 
ec to feel when he hearsthe name 
of his Sovereign, Father, Friend, 


rand Benefactor, treated with the 


highelt irreverrence, profanity, and 
Ceafe, thou impious man, 
whotover theu art, to harrow up the 
very foul of thy brother ; and let at 
leait afenfe of decency, teach thee to 


refpe&t the feelings of others, if 


thou canft not be reflrained by higi- 
er and -bettcr motives. 

But however impious towards 

eaven the offence of Swearing may 
be, and however repugnant to every 
maxim of Politenefs& good-breed- 
ing among men, yet neither its im- 
piety or rudene(fs wili be a iuflicient 
interferrence of the 


an human tribunals. {[t muft be 
fomething more than rude or impicus 
to warrant their inferci ig it in the 
catalogue of crimes, agaiall social ur - 
der. 

Keligion confifte in what.men are 
to believe—auid wher th ey are to 
pracliie—in other words, in. matters 
of faith, and. moral dutics, biu- 
man aur hovity has norignht to nie- 


f 
feribe, what others inal! think, or to 


dictute their religious creed. {t 18 
the cccnox sili of God to infarm 
and to bireétt! CE ooo eee 
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him alone we are refponiible for the 
rectitude & fincerity, with which We 
form our articles of faith. The iah- 
nite diveriity of opinion, that always 
prevailed on theolugical queliions 
is aclear demontiration of the ime 
pofhbility of men thinking alike oa 
thefe ponits. Vhe fruitlefs efforts 
that have been made for this purpofe 
by the prefecutor or the fanguimary 
bigot,have indeed deluged the world 
with the blood of faints and mar- 
tyrs, or occafionally made hypocrites 
bat never one fingle convert. On 
the fuppofition government is velted 
with a power ot fupporting and de. 
fending the laws ot Gop, and aveng- 
ing his caufe, it will be imprac.ucae § 
ble to fay when'they oughito ftop, 
or to decide what meafures of pu- 
nifhment,are adequate to an offence 
againit the majefty of an infinite be- 
ing. -Weknow not in what lighs 
he tranfgre {ions of his different 
laws may be viewed in the divine 
mind ; and it would be the nroll ex- 
travagant folly to stat to make | 
his intinite abhorrence of fia, the J) 
meafure of human punithmenr. lil- fg 
tory furnithes us with a memorable 
inflance of fanaticilim, arinog froma te 
miftaken zeal of this fort. sin un- 1 
fortuuate Jew having been accufed) |) : 
inthe dark ages of POpery, of bhite@ 
pheming againft the Virgin Mary, 
was tried, and fentenced to vider-T 
pothe dreadful punithment of be- | ; 
ing flayed alive on a public feuifold ee 
deabied farthe purpote. Upon b e. ihe 
ing brought forward, torether wii he 





the executioner,.2 mumber of 5 me) 
omen armed with kniv es, in tant *4 
alcended the: feaffold,.and drivinpeill 
eway the gees: eat procecded :a 
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themfelves be the avengers of the 
injury done to religion, and the 
Blefled Virgin. ‘he notion that 
man is God’s vicegerent on earth 
and the punither of crimes commit- 
ted again(t Aim, is fraught with e- 
vil confequences, and is the molt 
wild and diftruétive idea that ever 
entered the heated brain of an en- 
thufiall. The Deity: is the only 
Lord of confcience—and 1s infinite- 
Jy able to maintain the caufe of 
righteoufpefs and truth, and the dig- 
nity of his own moral government, 
with out the affiflance of blind and 
feeble mortals. To him it is our 
duty cheerfully to leave the punifh- 
ment of crimes considered as violati- 
ons of his holy and perfect laws. 

But though government has no 
right to impofe articles of faith, or 
toinfliét pu nifhment for oliencel on 
the ground of their being committed 
weainit heaven, yet it certainly has 
a right to protect itfelf againtt 
every thing that threatens its de- 
firuction, either from internal~or 
external caules. It has clearly a 
vight of felf prefervation. But as 
all immortlity tends in its very 
nature, and by inevitable confequen- 
ces, tothe overthrow and ‘ruin of 
fociety, government has a right to 
correct its mifchteveous effects, in 
the perion of the tranfgreffor.— 
this right of fetf prefervation, is the 
ooly true and genuine fuurce of all 
Jawtul power, exercifed by human 
governments. For this purpofe, 
punifh any, and every act 
of immoral tendency—or, which is 
ray re{pect, or degree 
“to the foctcty at 
laws punifh murs 
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der. theft tbuliry, 1n¢s not as im- 
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| rily tend to the fubverfion and ruin 


of fociety. So when our law pu- 
nifhes Lander, itis not becaufe the 
divine law has forbidden it, but be- 
caufe itis eae to our neighbour 
and has a tendeacy to difturb the 
general tranquility. Itis true, ele- 
mentary writers mention the law of 
God as one foundation on which 
our laws arebuilt. But we are not 
to underftand by this, that govern- 
ment derives its right to punifh even 
im moral aéts from revealed religion. 
The expreffion only purports, that 
when our laws punifh immoral atts, 
they proceed in conformity to the 
laws of God, which ftrictly forbid 
every thing of an immoral natnre.— 
Both laws prohibit the offencce, and 
the prohibition by the human laws 
accords with, and is fupported by 
the Divine law. The penalty for the 
breach of the commands of God, 
having referrence toa future ftate of 
exiftence and the punifliment for the 
Vioiation of the municipal laws be- 
ing of atemporal nature fhews that 
there is a conformity between the 


two laws only in the circumttance of 


the prohibition ; and this unquefti- 
onably flows in both inilances from 
the fame caufe, viz. the pernicious 
and deftruétive nature of vice. God 
having defigned that virtue and or- 
der Geould fubfilt among men, has 
no doubt decreed the cateveeubnan 
and ufe of government as the means 
of furthering his defigns in the 
world. In this fenfe, and in no o- 
ther, is civil magiftracy, in my opt- 
an ordivance of God; and 
that form of government, is conit» 
quently motft agreeable to ifeaven, 
which hag the moft direct tendency 
to produce thefe valuable ends. 

But it may be afked, is profane 
{wearing incompatible with the wel- 
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fare and order of fociety ? [ anfwer 

yes, every way gentlemen—and exX- 

tremely fo---and therefore the laws 

ought to reftrain and correét it, a- 
reeable to the principles that have 

been jutt laid down. 

If government may infli@t punifh- 


















der and felony, it may lawfully for» 
bid every thing that incites or leads 
to the commiflion of fuch offences. 
Itis upon this principle, the laws 
punifh thofe who only counsel and 
advise others, to the perpetration of 
acrime. It is univerfally acknow- 
ledged. that-oaths are the grand ce- 
ment of the fucial compact, the very 
ligaments by which government Is 
kept together. From the Prefident 
of the United States through all 
the intermediate offices and de- 
partments, down to the conttable of 
# townlhip, the qualification ef an 
oath 1s indifpenfibly regue to the 
excution of the truft.- The judge 
the lawyers, the grand-juror, and 
the witneffes, all make a folemn ap- 
peal to God, the fearcher of all 
hearts, to teftify to their truth and 
finceritye. Now as oaths are the on- 
ly fecurity, we have, for the prefer- 
vation of life and property ; and their 
binding force or efficacy depends al- 
mott entirely, on the belief that God 
Shors falfhood, and wiil punifh per- 
yury ; every thing that weakens the 
enfe e of this obliga :uion upon the con- 
iCience, mult be extre -mely pernici- 
BOUS, But the gene ral profanation of 
the name of God. by oaths and cur- 
és, mutt unavoidably diminith that 
PWe and reverence of the Supre mm 
Being, which it 1s well known 1s 
ne only effe@tual guard 
rime of perjury, and mutt th rerefore 
evallly injurious toffee ty. Our 
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ments on aéts ofimmorality which | 
endanger its exiftence, fuch as mur- 








laws, with reafon, punifh even the 
vice of lying, when it happens to 
wound the fame of a_ neighbor.— 
The perfon who traduces another, 
and afcribes to him the commulion 
of any enormous offence, is refponfi 
blein damages, unlefs he can fupe 
port his affertion on the bafis of roth 
and fact. It is fcarcely necefiary to 
add, that conttant profanity leads 
to ly ing ; and that the practice of 
lying is on the high read to perjury, 

But fwearing and blafphemy 
though contrary to every principle 
of religion—of morality—of decene 
cy—and to the laws of our country, 
has like all other vices its advocates 
and its apologifts—and it is faid by 
way pf excute, that without knowing 
it,or meaning any harm, mex ‘fre- 
quently fall abo the commiffion of 
this crime. 

That fo filly an obfervation fhould 
ever have been made, may well exe 
cite furprife ; and much more fo, 
that it fhould beto often repeated, 

Whereas the man, whofe conver- 
fation is ever fo much polluted with 


‘{wearing, that does not immediate. 


ly refrain from it if brought into the 
pretence ofa king, or any other ce- 
jebrated character, whofe rank and 
{lation produce an awe upon his fpi- 
rit. What is the reafon that the 
mott abandoned {wearer lays afide 
his infernal dialeét, ftanding before 
a Court of Jullice, and aniwering in 
the capacity of a witnefs, jurer, or 
the like ? 

The experience ofevery day is 
fatheient to convince wus, that the 
fame man, who, in private life, isin 
the perpetual sey of fwearing, is 
yet a le entire to overcome it 
when engaged in he difcharge of a 

»> where it would be jn. 
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cency and dignity. A. late celebra- 
ted inelifh Chancellor,* who asa 
Private man had long, ch: allenged an 
infamous preeminence in this vice, 
Was never koownto violate on the 
Bench in a fingle infiance by a raih 
erimproper expreffion, the public 
decorum due to his rank and fiati- 
op. Formy own part, I thould be- 
lieve it might quite as cally be pro- 
ved, a man could break open his 
meighbours defx, or de -bauch his 
wile, without kno wing it, as that he 
fhould profane aad 
blafphemous language without being 
@oulcious of it, 
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make ule ot 


Batin the name of wonder, why 
is the apology, that he means na 
éarm, coutined to the fwearer ? 


Why not extend the benefit of fo 
happy a dilcoverv to the hebirnal 
Slanderer, Lyer, Drunkard, and fo 
forth?) Nay, gentlemen, it woutd 
be di‘acult to adduce any good rea- 
foo, why the thief too ihouid not be 
alowed to in for Ais fhare of 
it ; cipecially an odd thicf, who had 
celtroyed all fenfe ot thame and re- 
mor! ley by the frequent repetition 
Ofhis crimes. For tien he would 
brag pimiclf mrecifely into the fitu- 
ation ofthe {wearer wo thinks no 
darn. 

i difmifs the fubjekt 
following refleGtions. 
to be dey! that fo 
fons of iniluence and 
us, are 


come 


wit the 
Itis deeply 
rect, many per- 
fafhion among 
totes vice. Vain 
are ail hopes of a reform, while this 
rat! ce Cale, i he- pernicious ¢xXaly ie 
like a torrent deleend: 
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dience to God, and regard to may 
are inadequate refirainis on a criny 
which does them no good ; bw 
aias! is the fource of incalculab\y 
milchief to their fellow creatures} 
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TO THE PIOUS 5 AND BL 
NEVOLENT. 


NUMBER of the .Clerp 
and others, within the bound 
oi the Lexington Prefbytery, refled 
ing on the fitmation of many pa 
of our country, where the Word ¢ 
Life is feldom or never preaches 
ner the Gofpel Ordinances admiui 
itered; wuere the Sabbath is adi 
of idle amufement ; the you 
brought up in ignorance of Gop, 
negic of his worthip,and dilrega 
of his authority ; where impich 
protanitv, and the groffett tmmord 
und. Confidering, alfo,t 
worth of the fouls thus perifhing! 
lack of knowledge, and the dred 
ful end of fuch courfes ; the obly 
tionson ali Chrillians to do ail! 
their power to promote the Ki 
dom ol the Revek EMER, and ti 
fave immortal fouls from ruil 
have formed themfelvesa = inw 
MISS:ONARY SOCIETY,4 
folicit vour concurrence & fuppe 
‘tT hat} pecuniar y ald is necell 
aplan into execu 
is evident: and as you havereé 
ved fo many be nefits from GeD,! 
' 
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with thy fubftance,and the fir fruit 
ef all thy increafe—fo fhall thy 
barns be filled with plenty, and thy 
peffes burit out with new wine.” 


YouR SIGNATURE 18 SOLICITED 
TO THE FOLLOWING CoNsTI- 
TUTION, 


BL In order to extend the Mifionary 
Bufinefs, or make it praclicable to 
fend Miffionaries more frequently 

ere) and with better effect, through the 

ftate of Virginia, or to the Hea- 
then, and to diitribute futtable 
books among them—We the 
fubfcribers do agree to form our- 
felves intoa Society, and bind our- 
felves to act agreeably to the fol- 
yates, Conftitution : 

Art. ¥. ‘The Soctety is denumi- 
mated ‘“ The Lexington Afissionary 
Sovsety:”? and its bufinefs fhall be | 
tranfacted by Managers, appointed | 
in the following manner: Every 
vegularly ordained Minifter, of the 
Prefbyterian denomination, within 
the bounds of S.exington Prefbyte- 
ry, who is willing to aét, fhall be < 
Manager, ex officio ;—and whene- 
ver thirty dollars are fubfcribed in 
any Society or diftrict of country, 
mot too large to admitof the fub- 
fcribers affembling together or a 
majority of them, they fhall choofe 
a Lay-Manager, who fhallhold his 
efice during good behaviour, in the 
choice ofa Manager each fubfcri- 
ber fhall be entitl ed to a vote for e- 
very dollar he fhall have fubtcribed, 
and fix Managers fhall be compe- 
tent to do bufinefs. 

Arr. If. It fhail be the bufinef 
ef the Managers to choofe he 
Officers of this Society—to obtain 
as many figners to this Conflitution 
as polhble, andwhen any perfon 








Constitutaon of the Lexingtsx Diesionary Society. “3 





+ re — —= 


| ftood that he becomes 2 Member of 
| this Society—and whcn any Meme 
| ber withes to withdraw from the 
Society, he fhall give notice thereof 
tofome Manager ator before the 
end of fome year, and pay his are 
rearages if any are due.—Lvery 
year ofthis Society thall be confi. 
dered as be eginaing the fimbb of Janus 
ary, and ending on the falt of De- 
cember—and the yearly quota of 
each Member fhailbe at leaft one 
dollar, to be paid at the commence- 
ment of the year. 

Art. TIL. DThe Gfficers of this 
Society, to be chofen by the Manae 
gers, fhali be a Prefident, Secretary, 
Treafurer and Cleik ; the Prefident 
and Secretary to be chofen from 
among the -Managers—the Trea- 
furer and Clerk at difcretion. 

Arr. [V. The Society fhall-hold 
annual meetings on the firft dav of 
the Autumnal Seffion of the Lex. 
ington Prefbytery, and to be at the 
fame place ; at which time a Ser- 
mon fhall be delivered fuitaple to 
the occafion by fome Member of-ita 
body, previoufly appointed ; but 
{hould any emergency require aa 
extraordinary meeting, the Prefi- 
dent fhall have power to’ call one at 
the requeft of-any three Managers, 
and in this cafe, fliall give notice 
toallthe Managers at lealt filteen 
days before fuch meeting takes 
place. 

Art. V. The bufinefs of the Mae. 
nagers in their deliberation, th all be 
to devife the mearsof colleAi ne the 
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of this Soctety—to form t! ae 1 
advantageous plans for 1 yereaung 
its funds---to infticute enc piries for 
aicertaining to what pr gyc af the 
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and for finding out and employing 
proper 
fions, and compenfating them out of 
the funds of the Society : It thall be 
the duty of the Managers to publifh 
an annual report of their procee- 
dings: Provided, neverthelefs, that 
the Managers of this Society fhall 
have it in their power to appropri- 
ate its funds, or any part of them, 
to carry into effect any Mifhonary 
plan of the Synod of Virginia. 

Arr. Vl. If any part of this Con- 
flituticn fh: il be found not calcu. 
lated to anfwer the defigns of this 
Society, it fhall be in the power of 
the Managers (the confent of a ma- 
jority of them being obtained) to 
amend any part of it as they may 
deem proper. 


we) ere 


From the minutes of the Genera 
Affembly, of May laft. 
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The Committee appointed to draw up}: 


and prefentto the General Aifembly 
ef the Presbyterian Church, a fumma- 


vy of the information received during 
@ free converfation oathe general {tate 


@f religion, exhibited the following 
Feport. 
LTHOUGH every fincere 


chriflian mutt lament that in- 
attention tothe ordinances of reli- 
ion, and the fmall imoretiion which 
stsfacred truths make on the hearts 
of men, which are vifible in ma- 
my, and extenfive portions of our 
country, yet, the Affembly have 
heard, with the highefl fatisf. ation, 
of the prev: alence, and increafing in- 
fluence of vital and practical godli- 
nefs throughout the greater part of 


the Prefhyterics which compofe our | 


perions for undertaking mif- . 
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body. Within thofe wide diftrids, 
towards the fouth and weft, from 
which the laft Affembly heard, with 
fo much pleafure,the glad tidings of 
great the falvation manifefted there, 
the power of religion appears {till to 
prevail, with little abatement. And 
although through tbe fubtlety of the 
adverfary of fouls, and the influence 
of human frailty, fome errors, ¢x- 
travagancies, and inftances of re- 
proachful behaviour, have taken 
place, whichthe Affemby do fin. 
cerely regret and moft unequivocal. 
ly difapprove and condemn; yet 
are they happy to learn, and itisa 
facred duty, which'they owe to the 
churches, tO announce, that not- 
withftanding: the mialignity with 
which the enemies of religion have 
{ftudied to mifreprefent, and, ye joice 
ed to exaggerat te thefe undefirable 
events, they are chiefly confined to 
one diftri€t of no great extent; and 
they are certainly very rare, coulis 
dering the immenfe region, through 
which this work has prevailed, and 
the vaft variety of characters who 
have been its fubjects. 

The Afiembly, moreover, have 
the unfpeakable fatisfaclion to an- 
nounce, that the extraordinary in- 
fluences of the Drvine Spirit have,- 
fince the laft year, been {pread over 
new and very extenfive countries, 
{till farther to the fouth and weft. 
To the north-weft and north, from 
the river Ohio to the Lakes, a vaft 
region which, afew years ago, was 
an uninhabited wildernefs, new 
churches are forming with afto- 
nifhing rapidity; and the Spirit of 
God feems to be remarkably pour- 
ed out, and to accompany the word, 
and ordinances of the gofpel, with 
the moft folemn and affecting im- 
prefions. 
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The fame fpiit appears to pre- 
vail througn @ laipe portion of the 
Synod ct New York and New jer- 
ley and toe OVuod of Albany. its 
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and for finding out and employing 


proper perfous for undertaking mif-, 


fions, and compenfating them out of 
the funds of the Society : It fhall be 


the duty of the Managers to publifh: 


an annual report of their procee- 
dings: Provided, neverthelefs, that 
the Managers of this Society fhall 
have it in their power te appropri- 
ate its funds, or any part of them, 
to carry into effect any Mifhonary 
plan of the Synod of Virginia. 

Arr. Vl. If any part of this Con- 
ftitutidn fhall be found not calcu. 
lated to anfwer the defigns of this 
Society, it fhall be in the power of 
the Managers (the confent of a ma- 
jority of them being obtained) to 
amend any part of it as they may 
deem proper. 

——w—— 0) ree 


From the minutes of the General 
Affembly, of May laft. 


=o 


The Committee appointed to draw up}: 


and prefentto the General Aitfembly 
ef the Presbyterian Church, a fumma- 


vy of the information received during 
@ free converfation oathe general {tate 


@f religion, exhibited the following. 


Feport. 
LTHOUGH every fincere 


chriflian mult lament that in- 
attention tothe ordinances of reli- 
gion, and the fmall imprethon which 
itsfacred truths make om the hearts 
of men, which are vifible in ma- 
ny, and extenfive portions of our 
country, vet, the Affembly have 
heard, with the highefl fatisfa@tion, 
of the prevalence, and increafing in- 
fluence of vital and practical godli- 
nefs throughout the greater part of 





the Prefbyteries which compofe our | 


body. Within thofe wide diftri@s, 
towards the fouth and weft, from 
which the laft Affembly heard, with 
fo much pleafure,the glad tidings of 
great the falvation manifefted there, 
the power of religion appears {till to 
prevail, with little abatement. And 
although through tbe fubtlety of the 
advertary of fouls, and the influence 
of human frailty, fome errors, ex. 
travagancies, and inftances of re. 
proachful behaviour, have taken 
place, whichthe Affemby do fin. 
cerely regret and moft unequivocal. 
ly difapprove and condemn; yet 
are they happy to learn, and it isa 
facred duty, which'they owe to the 
churches, tO announce, that not- 


_withftandingy the malignity with 


which the enemies of religion have 
{tudied to mifreprefent, and, rejotc- 
ed to exaggerate thefe undefirable 
events, they are chiefly confined to 
one diftri€t of no great extent; and 
they are certainly very rare, cowfi- 
dering the immenfe region, through 


which this work has prevailed, and 


the vaft variety of characters who 
have been its fubjeéts. 

The Affembly, moreover, have 
the unfpeakable fatisfaQion to an- 
nounce, that the extraordinary in- 
fluences of the Divine Spirit have,- 
fince the laft year, been {pread over 
new and very extenfive countries, 
{till farther to the fouth and weftt.- 
To the north-weft and north, from 
the river Ohio to the Lakes, a vaft 
region which, afew years ago, was __ 
an uninhabited wildernefs, new 
churches are forming with afto- 
nifhing rapidity; and the Spirit of 
God feems to be remarkably pour- 
ed out, and to accompany the word, 
and ordinances of the gofpel, with 
the moft folemn and affecting im- 
prefions. 
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The fame fpiit appears to i 
wail wer pr a iaige portion of the | 
Sync of New “peal wnd New ise. 
fey and tne Synod of Albiny, its | 
elfecls tuougia mure hiicnt, deem to 





be not ic{s UCe py, wor conloud iQ ihe 
tr reads of truc chy hittike OI CTS aFe 
conv ced und tinkcere VchieveiS COni- 


forte i, and citavilihicd bu uc feich 


ONE A me ee 





aud bope of the Boipcl a iupuics 

are continually ranc® ta the gf HCE | 
a@ithe Kedeemer ys avd uuinoers are 

alaioit daily addvd to che caurea of 

fica, We tiuil, as vairos lave i, ba 

thi: cnurcucs ta Wicd hele extra. | 
érdiuary wahsenccs of wx Divine 
Sprit are not fv COMLDICLOUs, tae 
power, an! Cme fiiutary eifects Gi 
the oidinances ch the gotpei, feem, | 
hoitwinitanding, to be wviibly pro- 
gre iisaz. brat mnattentio to the | 
things of reurion; taat neglcl of | 
HS dulttenttots ; Urat Cemeency to ine 
fideiitvyor to feepucifm ia principles ) 


and to diltviuteneis of imannpers, 
which afew years tiace, a teuly 
pious had to much reafon to d leplore 
are, 1 mott places, evidently arreit- 
ed; and tire Aa* at public jentiment 
is happily begun to How ina coitra- 
ry direétion. Piaces of divine wor- 
{hip ate, in general, more frequent- 
ed; the intlitutions of religion are 
held tn higher honor, aad attcaded 
with greater folemuity, and : pparent 
devotion. — Lhe like agreeavle tt 


dings have been recieved Fein our 
ft 


affociated brethren of the eaflerm 
churches, who are dwelling together 





In peace,anc in the unity seu falch 
of the biefled yoipel, 

The Affeanoiv pave iikewrfe heard 
vith uncommon fotisfaciion, of & 
increafing number of focieties, for 
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Promotion of piety anG 9 G90 moras. 
dtis the ordinary courte of divine 
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providence, that, when God defigne 
to pour out bas >pritit in aPremsika. 
} 


Me manner ou bis churches 3 and ts 
Increafe and extend the nflue: ce at 


Lrue jebiipionu f he hrit awak 


5 m. AS ee 
OW fF Lis) Own people @ Powit of 
prayeryand of fervant fupplicacon at 


tai torone Or Rrace, boi tl: is t pula st, 
d the Aflewbiv do earsefily: re. 
C¢ laid iadat to ali who love ibe ape 


‘ 


pearing ofthe great God, even our 
SoS iGur dcfus € berait, ro racet often 
topetner 5 tb Sui one anolwr ub 4 
(ove nd C0bd WO! R23 206 to wrelde in 
braver w ii God, like the fais is o€ 
old, isr the protperity of gion, “il 
tlie mie Piatra ae iAerect Cre J rit ds 
i rIEONG Hi Mag Clad EHO. alsakegu Heer 
as G Lai p ificel burnetii. 

itis, morever., no, {mall ground 
of confolation, to obferve the piovs 
qifpotiton bescctuitl fied, and the in. 
creaing vefforis which are made, 
nore ¢fPectually to extend the know- 


1 

ledge of the wav offalvation to the 
unhappy and enilived biacks tn our 
conntry ; and to fend the iwellimae 


ble bleffings of the golpe bs apne _ 


ihe sped tes QO! CiN ikty Autre .ko 
the heathen and £: tribes in our 


vicinity ; to fave ths ie WFC! hed peo- 
ple from utter extermination ; and 
to Pied: up from the remnants cf fo 
ey defiruclive wars, the feeds of 
iba and great nations, who fhail 
enlurgetne kinedonroi the Ped em- 
er. ihe rep 
* > 
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letters and civ: ig ats the aris of 
neace, and the preciaus dients of the 
; r > 
goalpel, more promilitg: (BaD, at any 


riod, they have ever been, 


Finsliv, the A@embly, merotcine 
themifecives in th: prace of ©.e Great 
sz ; ' a ~ ‘ ra } 
£2€2A2Q of tiuic Cnul ulh, hy y= &} tat! tiie 
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happinefs to offer to the churches un- 
der their caie, cuufe of 
trankigivins shia pralte, to the {sad 
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4’ be eeu cer 
Cre Aloe 


And, they 
their 

thé 
i ir? glory ; 


of ail mereyv and truco. 
intreat the METALL un 6of 
prayers, aud their 
promoiton of the tsdeen 
antithe faivation of precious and tims 
Mrortak fou now, to God 
Almipgaty, and tbotyv. 
Spiric, Ziven us this 
fon to rejoice 


Word wifoutend! 
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{f lene © ae} ‘Pu, eality wautcd ‘Tat’ 
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. sengiytcv which vou provofe, 


1) vn "NAYS “ies 


ern the oronet ‘ty. on Your pree 
of licenfies and 
work of tire 
withone 
way of 
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dent circaumiiances, 


ordamiay men to the 


Gotoel NMinotiire. a liberal 
edicailoa, is cet great mic. 
tie great and 
abpec® of reli. 
awakene 4 
portion of 
multitules 
tis lemandig of 
aud the few 
Wilo are 
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mricAat Zee ov tie 
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the reaioning {eems foe. ious at firik, 
which would encourage us, to the 
infiances you mention, to depart 

from tire forait of our tlandards Ups 
and fuine plaufible 
fatis freq occur, which ap- 
pear to conht ih Luis re aloning, anc 
mill-ad the judgments of n¥apy ho- 
eit ancl well meaning men. Ona 
oil fubjeéts on which the humaa 
mind is roufed to upcommen exa 
ercions, and inilamed with uncome 
mon ardor, men become eloguent 
tor a and even the moit 
Week and ignorant, often furprite 

us by the fluency, and pertinene 
cy, as well as fervor of therr ex. 
“And in general revivals 
{pirit oF getty that copi- 
otinels and pathos: prayer and 
exhortation, Woich are not uncom: 
mrouly to be found, even among 
men who are dellitute -f any Ii- 
beral culcure ef inind; and often 
even of any conliderable tural 
may tempt thenifelves and 
iead others to conehide, that they 
are cudied with peculiar and ex- 
traordiaary gilts for the fervice of 
the church, which cgi not to be 

i; rered io ite ulckels and 


on this fubje Gt 
:4 muly 


-- 


le. alon 3 


pret it iS. 


ot the 


talents, 


i uuemploy- 
ec. 

>on ardent zeal, 
With a 


too often united 
{pirttual pride, and 
tcli-love, is apt to infpire 
lome weak pertons, of an ewthuf- 
ailic temperament, with vehement 


Certvarp 


“eric 
{tj Oty 


iaip ilics to preach the Golpel ; 
Wick taey flatter themfelves are 
cails trou kleaven.—dDut experi: 


ence bas repeatedly hewn us, that 
ttle impauifes moit com. 
monly aif ot men of preat imbect- 
firong vanity 

flews, that 
Is fomewhat ae 


inward 


lity of mind, or of 
farther 
fervor 


—eXxpericnce 
when this 


bet to Break iumuag tue; | bated, ail their barrcune(s, and de- 
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f-G& of farniture for the. holy mi- 
weifiry, and the found interpretation 
o! the facred fcriptures, become 
essary and too many unhappy 

xamples have oceurred, of thole 
who have abandoned good morals, 
when deferted by their zeal. And 
with regard to fuppoicd calls to 
preach the Gotpel; oo 
rightly cated to that ia 
the 


man can de 
cred offices, 
regular order w 
Cir i{! hie s eftabitthed mn kis cf) irch 
—0 ach inward ex lean be judged 
ot by any church jiidicatory, 
diflinguithed by aav certain 
rion, from the vifionoryvy 
of enthufiafm. ‘bhe | 
of the church can 3 only of 
the life and -converintion ef men; 
their knowledge, and their talents 
to teach. 
Befiies, 


out ol Ica 


por 
crite. 
Ipulic So 
idicatories 


jad: ze 


know that the na- 
ture of tree re is, to render 
men, humble. sind fucn is the fo- 
lemnity and tmportance of the duty, 
Of interpreting the word of God to 
the neople, and fpeaking in his name, 
that a iincete penitent -will rat 
Wait to be fought eut, than 
wardiv intrude bimtelt ne 

we not find, tn 


a calling, and 

fact, that thev are not ufually 
moft prudent, yndicious, and «qual- 
ined to teach among the daitvy, who 
gre molt folicitous tocbe contlituted 
spebhic guides and ir 
coureh ? 

We do not fay that a liberal edu. 
cation is abfatutely edfential to a 
man’s ufefalneis in the Niinifiry of 
the Gofpel; but reafon and expe- 
rience both demonttrate its high 
Pmovortance and atility.§ And where 
ignorant men are permitted to ex- 
plain the holy fcriptures, it ought 
to he fubjeét to the direclion and 

vatrol of ethers,-of 


ligion 


ber 
fore 
fo holy 
ao 


the 


uftruétors in the 


Treater know. 
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Bot this is an erder which 
it hus not heen thought proper to ad- 
opt inthe Pictbytertan church, Aod 
the fe perior comparative prefperity 
and ufeluinefs of our church, and 
that of our ealtern brethren. which 
is fimilarly conttituted, is a demon- 
ftratian by no means equivocal, of 
(ie apprebauon and imiles of Hea- 
us, in the exercife of our 
prefent form of goverpment and dif- 
c iplines —Hut, were our opinion on 
this fi: nt from whet itis, 
we cam rand coen{cientioul 
ly depart from cur prefent favdards, 


ledye. 


Ver UpPou 


ly ye re citi iere 
ot |: ras buds 


ull they be changed im an orderly 
manner, bv the confent of a 
iovitv. of the Prefbvteries, -which 
compofe the body of the General 
f {Tc rably. 

You exorefs your apprehentions 
left, tf certoin iuterate and unq'tall 
men, fhould not be admitted 
tothe Miuifiry of the. Gofpel among 
you, thev May OW ithdraw from the 
chi urch, and become the promoters 
of diendeve is fchifms. We anfwer, 
the path of duty ts.a fafe path. Do 
whatissight, and commit the event 
to God. if thev are men of fuch 
a fpirit,.it is only a new proof that 
they are moft unt for the office to 
which they atpire. Parties created 
by them, wiil veither be important, 
nordurable. Butif the pates of ithe 
church are opened to-weaknels and 
ignorance; fhe wll feon be over- 


Wile 


flowed with errors, ana with the 
wildelt diforders. We fhaith bring 


the minifiry into difyrace and 
tempt, which fhould be like 
pric Ahood of Aaron, without Lie- 
amet men are fineerely detirous 
of promoting the glory of God, le 
them firit be trow ne necetlary part 

and time, to 
quali. ahons, 
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cive 1f a8 Our advice 
tiut noue be ceoployed but oien of 
prudent und sound mniods, as well 
men Who ars 
fubtmit Co ore 


f 
as uf tincere piety: 


humble ; “bd Wiig .O 
Ger. us Welias Zealicus ia the fervice 
Gfour tora jelous Ciritt. Let their 
duties be cleaily ported Gut to 
them, and caeecumferisbed within pres 
ciie limits.’ Ana woder the directt. 
ov ot the Prefoytery, let them, as 
Irequenitly as polbvic, be vittcd, and 
their cosababh: Visi prs -Cled, to fee how 
lar ney abe i faithfalia 
G-icharge of the wuil commaitted ta 
them. Phe Ltobe contidere 
edas ttandin L$ Ofalers ta the church : 
be appeiicd, or removed, 
Lite Prefp, tere 
ditl CX] 


are bot hi 
PuPeo hs 


but may 
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ROU iaiularyv. 
Tiete tings 
wrudeic~, and are, 
bicar Sir 3 
Your Brethren, and 


we leave to your 


beliow Labourers, &e. 
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Lhe Rev. Gireon Bieckiurn and the 
Rev. “sir. Duvis’ proyress GINOKS 
the didians. 
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{2th, 1804, from the a Gideon 
Hiackburn, the other a report to the 
Svanod of the Carolinas by the kev. 
Min Davis. ir. Blackburn was ap- 
pointec, the lat vear, by the Alle ie 
blvto act as a Aliffionary for two 
neNtaAs among the Cherokee nation 
Vhis miffion he fuihled 
with gieat ditiyence, Zeal and judjs- 

Lis ardour to promote the 
cofpel indaced hin to fpend thtee, 
infiead oi two months among the tie 


ot byab rads. 


) FT hen Oa 


hile 


dian nation. — Phe defiga of Mr, 
biackburn’s mifion was, notlomuch 
to preach the ‘gofpcl regulariy to 


them, as to conuciliaie their efieem & 
nifeetion, and to eitabluly a tehool 
forthe inttrauction ef their chiidren. 
This was judged to be the bell me- 
thod fur preparing hewn for the re- 
wular preaching of the f' {] el. 
The fuccefs of 

milion was highly encoureging.— 
He was received very cordially, 
and permitted by tue fudians to etla- 
bith a dchool, to which they fend 
their children. “Ou the firit day 
(february 21) there came, lays Mr, 
Hiackburn, i1 {choolarg ; on the 8th 


iSiaucleb irn’s 


if 
ivir. 


of Mareathere were 16; the 27th 
tucre were 20; and feverul more 
are expected in a few days, as foon 


asTcan pet cloathing 4 cady torthem, 
The chileren behave paft expectati- 
6; and Lam perfuaded Ky a UlCl- 
pine well balanced, by inducements 
aud well timed muPROrHty,y they can 
be kept in‘as good order as any 
f{chool on the continent. “i heir pro- 
grels is verv remarkable. ‘Lhe firlt 
day feveral of them could diflincily 
Pronunce haifoftne alphabet. By 
the Sth of Varca ail of tiem couid 
fey their lettcers backward and tor- 
wood, and could know them wihiere- 
t,er they could fee them ; and three 

“'d fay theirabs, They coutinue 
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| their progrefs, and I flatter myfelf 


that their proficiency will exceed the 
moti fanguine expectations.” 

Since the citabiilhment of this 
{fchool, Mc. Blackbu.n has receiv. 
cd a very carneit requeit, from the 
principal chiels of the wower diltrict 
of the nation, to eftabliih: a iciool ae 
Ong, ‘them. 

ihe fpirt, the zeal, the ardour, 
the diligence of Ma. Blackburn 
(uikiigiv appear in his letter: «[ 
have fp at three months,” fays he, 
‘in cicle fervice tu the infticucion, 
befide numberlefs attentions 1 am 
obi ged to pay toitat home, dhe 
loterettd feclin carrying this bufi- 
micfs into effect, would fecure my 
exertions, fhould L peceive no pecu- 
nlary returns from any perfon on 
cxrth. Should the Commitee of 
Niiliens require the continuance 
of iny fervices, I wrilufe every pot- 
fible means, to forward the defign ; 
and aif tuey thouid not, both my cre- 
dit and ba] »plnets will inital tae Not to 
letit fiek, a in my power. I nave 
pledged myfelf to the nation, and 
my property is at tlauke om the iflue 
or the undertaking.” | 

Larger extraéis from this very 
Intereiting Tetter would be piven, 
vere itnct for the intention of the 
Committee of Miffons to publiih it 
lin CONNEXION with a narriiive of the 
fiate of religion ‘in various parts of 
the world withoit the limits ot the 
Ailembly’s tuperiatendence and jue 
ridi¢ticn. ‘Lhe greater part of this 
narrative was read before the Ai- 
fembly and received their appre bati- 
cn. Accompanied with the Ailem- 
biy’s narrative, it will foim a iimall 

which will) prefent ta 
an interefuing view of the 


pel phiet ; 
Line reader 


{late of religion, fo faras relates to 
revivals und Milonwary <¢f 
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thronghout the world. By this pub- 
lication the: Committee hope at once 
to edify) tnofe’ who read it, andy by 
the fale of-it, to increafe their a- 
bilitveforcarryingon the very im- 
portant concerns of Mithons, . Vhofe 
who delire ito aid their exerttons, 
wit do well to purchafe this pam- 
phiet both for heir own profit,, aud 
for the advancement of religion.— 
‘he Committee, it is expeéled, will 
take meafures for circulating the 
pi mphlet:as extentivelv as they can. 
Mr. Davis was appointed lat 
yearby the Symod of the Carotinas, 
a Miffiiefiary to» Indian tribes ‘bor- 
dering upon their limits. “Dhe 
Committee, appototed to form’ this 
appendix, regret that they have aot 
the report»ot Mr, Davis in their 
hands, andyhave to rely upon their 
recoliechionm for particulars, -‘Fhrs 
Diihlonary was-cordially recetved bv 
the indians.» He fpéat among them 
two or three months, during which 
time hereflablithed a fehool’ confit. 
we of 26 Jndian children, | ‘J his re- 
port was highly intereitings: It of- 
dordedgreat encouragement to hope 
that faccefs. will attend miilionary 
labours among thofe tribes. 

On the whole; it appears: that it 
has pleafed God to open a door for 
much ulefalnefs among the Indian 
tribes bordering upou our country. 
Chrittians have reafon to -rejoice in 
the profpedt, that, by efforts, ‘ vigor- 
ous and well conducted, thefe> mif- 
erable fons of Adam nray be deliver- 
ed from a itate of barbarity and hea- 
thenilm, and brought into‘a thate of 
ewiliZation and religions The prof: 
pect is more encouraging and fl ucter- 
nyg thanat has been at any paittime. 
fsod has done enough to deavince 
us thattye work of civilizing’ and 
ew.argelizing -the Indian wibes is 
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not impoffible, but practicable,.—.,. 
What heart that loves the Lord Je. | 
fus and the fouls of men will not re. 
joice.! ? Shall the golden opportuni. 
tv be fufféred to pafs away unin. 
proved? Forbid it gracious God! 
Chrithians, embra¢e, improve it.— 
eK the rich-contribute out of their 
abundance dnngcoomten, aid, Tet the 
eon whecai'devote ini mately 
to this fervice, do-it ; ‘let all fend up 
their’ fervant cries to heaven fer 
help; and we may foon behold our 
red brethren fitting with us around 


| the fame table, and meeting With us 


to worfhi if: the fame divine Saviour, 
ee eee “OQ: are een 
q following is a P. ustoral letter, of 
he General Assembly of the ‘Pres. 
biycetfiie Church, adcpied at their 
‘sitting in May tast. 


From the Minutes of the General 


Affembly. 
Curisttan BRETHREN, 

| NITED to you ia the'bonds 

} of love, and of Chri, 
we steel all the eon traint of the ties 
which binds us to vou as one bo dy 
in our commot’ Lord. Afembled, 
by the good providence of God, ‘in 
fupremé | judicatory’ Of the 
church, we‘feel the duty impofed 
upon us, as tire goardiaiie of the 
peace, order and purity of the’ becy 
of Chritt, of addrefling you ‘on the . 
great fubject of our common falvati- 
Ga. i / 

Dearbrethren,-we {till have eaufe 
of matnal congratulation ahd joy vn 
account of the increafing profperity 
of Zion in thefe lands; which rot 
‘Jong fince’ were fo dry and barren. 
They are, in many places, watered 
with the abandant Dews of Heaven; 
and righteoufnefs has run down the 
ftreets of our Jcrufalem like # 
mighty ftream. God bas appeared. t@ 


we, 








les 
Ge 
ie 
in. 
di! 


he 
te 
i 
ct 


id 
Us 
r, 


cs 


re * Meo o> y? 


“ 


Pastoral ietter 











par - —— a eee 





revive h¥8 caufe in the midit of the 
years of great great declen fion, and 
ia the midtt ef deferved wrath, he 
has remembered mercy. In many 
parts of our church, Godhas pour- 
ed outa fpirit.ol prayer upon his 
people, and ; has been graciouily 
pleated to anfwer their prayers by a 
copious effulion of his bleffed {pirit. 
‘She boldnefs of infidelity and the 
profligacy ‘of impiety, have been 
greativ reprefled ; and tho’ here 
and there we itil behold its violent 
flruggles exertcd againit the Savi- 
our, they appear to be only the con- 
vulfive ftruggles of deipamw. ‘The 
truths of revelation are gradually 
acquiring a decided afcendency Im 
all parts of our land; and in many 
they are daily coming home to the 
hearts of men with uncommon evi- 
dence and power. 

For more particular information 
on thefe fubjeéts we refer you, bre- 
thren, to that fummary of the {late 
of religion within the bounds of the 
general affembly, which accompa- 
niesthisletter, You will there per- 
ceive, however, that, amidit'{o ma- 
ny fubjects of gratitude and praife 
to Almighty God, for the riches of 
his grace difplayed in the revivals of 
of the religion in various portions of 
our church, we have alf6o fome cau- 
fes of deep affliction and regret 
mingled with them. Human frail- 
ty isaptto mar and disfigure, in 
fome degree, whatever it touches - 
and the great adveriay of fouls and 
of Chrilt, taking advantage of the 
paflions of convinced finners, of the 


_bhvpocrify of deceivers and of the 


imperfections even of the belt of 
men, fets himielf too often effeGiual- 
ly, to tarnith the beauty aud glory of 
the work of God. 
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who had formerly appeared to be 
zealous end fucéefsful minifters of 
Jefus Chritt, in union with the Sy. 
nod of Kentucky, has given no {mall 
occafion ef grief to ‘the churches. 
Too great am ‘ardor ot. fpirit for 
what they conceived to be the truth, 
and, perhaps, too great heat con- 
cerning the meaning and importance 
of words have ereatea a divilion, 
which chritlian charity fhould exére 
all its powers to heal. We befeech 


' you, brethren, yetreceive one ano- 


| ther in the f)irit of love and forbear- 


| 
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ance. Remember how divifions and 
contells between men ergaged in the 
fame glorious’ eaufe will wouna the 
hearts of fincere chrittians, and dif- 
traét the minds of the weak; re- 
member how apt they are to embit- 
ter the meek: fpirit of the Gofpel, 
and to quench the zeal of- genuine 
piety, in the unholy paffions of flrife 
and contention ; remember we en- 
treat you, fur the love of Chrift, how 
the adverfary will blafpheme and re- 


joice, and the Redeemer be wound- 


«din the houfe of his friends. Bre- 
thren, reunite your hearts and your 
labours in this great and biefied 
work, and let not its progrefs be ar- 
refted, or its glory impaired, by the 
banetul influence of your divifions. 
Meet together for the purpofe of 
conciliation, ufing the councils. and 
aid of the committee which the. Ge- 
neral Affembly has thought proper 
to fend you, to endeavor to repair 
fo undefirable and dangerous a 
breach in the walls of our Zion. 
If you love the Lord—il you love 
and pray for the peace of Jcrufalem, 
will vou not faertfice much to thele 
obj tts, fo dear to every real chrify- 
an? | | 
With not lefs regret have we heard 
of certain extravagancies in the ex- 
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ercifes and agitations of many per- 
fons, who in this work, otherwife fo 
defivable, have once bcen the fubjeéts 
6t ftrong religious imprefions, Lihat 
the fadden blaze of divine truth up- 
6n a mind hitherto covered with 
thick darknefs ; thata deep convidti- 
on of guilt, and a fenfe of the wrath 
of God againit an offending worm of 
daft; efpecially, when thele appre- 
henfions are raifed to the highelt 
pitch by the power of fympathy, and 
the panic excited by the emotions of 
a vait aflembly, fhould often produce 
{trong bodily affections, is not fur- 
prifing to thofe who are acquainted 
with the human economy. That 
the tranfports of a mind fuddealy 
brought out of darknels into God S 
marvellous light, fuddenly railed 
from the borders of defpair to the 
extacies of religious hope and joy, 
fhould be accompanied with a fimi- 
lar influence on the nervous fyliem, 
is not inéredible. 

‘The preceeding are not pre tended 
to be aligned as the certain or fole 
reafons of many extraordinary ap- 
pearances in fome of our fouthern 
churches. Itis futicient to anfwer 
the views of the Affembly, to thew 
that fuch caufes are adequate to the 
produétion of the highelt effeéts of 
this kind, in order to preferve them 
from the unjult imputation of a fana- 
tical or demoniacal influence. But, 
when bodily agitations, which, in 
moft inffances diflurb the ferious, 
fober and rational exercifes of the 
mind, inflead of being foothed and 
reflrained within the bounds of de- 
rencyv, are encouraged, and exeited 
by thofe who lead the worihip, anil 
{ome who join in it, they very eafily 
fun into exteffes highly reproachtul 
- to religion. When they go into an. 


} to movements of apparent, levity, 

‘ and contrary to propriety, and reh. 

' gious order, and which diffemble the 
effects of delirium, or cf a fpirit ve. 
ry different from the fpirit of the 
Gofpel, thefe are the evidences of 4 
wild enthufiafm, whoie extravagane 
cies are inflaitely various, and un. 
accountable. Wheo each perfon has 
a pfalm, a prayer, a triumphant ex. 
ultation, in the public worthip of 
God, is not this the very evil which 
once took place in the Corinthian 
church, whica the apoitle leverels 
reproves, laying, God is not a God cj 
confusion, but of order ? in genuin: 
and rational religion, however, higi 
and fervent may be its affections 
the spirit of the propiets are subje€ ts 
the propheis. — And it fo, fareiy thit 
power is fill more necefiary for the 
fake of order in eve.y ordinary 
chriflian. 

We {trongly bear our teflimony 
againft thofe perfons whor:pretend to 
immediate impuiles, and revelations 
from Heaven, thofe divine commu. 
nications which were given only to 
the prophets and apoftles, who were 
appointed by God to reveal to man- 
kind the way of eternal life. When 
men prefume that the Holy Spirit, 
contrary to the ettablifhed order of 
Providence, interferes by particular 
impuiie, to direét them in all the 
common affairs ot life ; when they 
ceem themfelves to be impelled by _ 
him to particular a¢ts, or particular. 
religious exercifes, contrary to the 
eftablithed order of the Gofpel, and 
the obvious duties of the moment ; 
when, finally, thev pretend to mirae 
culons powers, or prophetic influen- 
ces, and the foretelling of future e- 
vents; all thefe are evidences of a 
wild enthufiaflic {pirit, and tend, e- 







































tic geilures, ridiculous coatortions, | 


ventually, to deflroy the authority of 
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the word of God, as the fole rule of thufiaftic fyirit may often be check« 
jaith and practice. i ockefiatlical cd in the beginnlig with faeilj lity, 


hiitory furoiihes us with mauny ¢Xx- 
amples of juch enthuuahic lim pul- 
fee, following great revivals ot reli- 
ite which wave ever Deck Krongiy 
aod nnaifeFiaty by the 
voice of the Waote chu ci as the 
cale of the French propicis, tne ta- 
natics of Munitter, wich We tay wid 
the fanatical Jews, who {prong up in 
fuch numbeis, and p ricvet: 

fuch obflinacy, even while the dife- 
fters of their city aid their temple, 
were daily refutin ether. 
And it will d¢ a fabpcdt of fincere la. 
mentation to us, r anv minitters in 
our communion ihould unhappily be 
found to ehcourage fuch great evils. 
But we hope better thivys of you 
though we thus {peak. 

Dear brethren, and fellew labour- 
ers in the Gofpel of our common 
Lard, ftudy to prevent «xceflles fo 
difhonorable and contrary to the 
beautiiul order of the church of 
Chrift, or Zealoufly endeavor to re- 
prets them, wherever they begin to 
appear. Inagreat and geneial in- 
flammation of the hatiaut mind, we 
ought not to be alfloniithed, if thete 
fervors, operating fometimes on 

exknefs, fometimes on an noabigt 
allic temperament, thould 1mpel : 
few men to very confidera! de C¢X- 
celles. Such have ha ppened in ceve- 
rv revival of religion, and even in 
very great political commotion ; 
and fuch, efpecially happened in va- 
rious inftances. it the memorable 
and glorious reformation ef the 
chriftian church, from the fpirttucsl 
thraldom and errors of popery. By 
common concert and courtel, endea- 
vour to retrain every irregular ity im 
the worthip of God at its very com- 
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vhich when fuffered to propre{:, 
come at length to everleap ali the 
barrie:s of authority, and burit thro” 
all the bounds of order and of de. 
cele. Ocleminipy Bear in mind, 
brechita, bow mueh the great head 
clthe church has committe d his plo- 
ivy, and the glory ot his holy caute 
io the w one to your aGiivity aoc 
your ufelulnefs, to your pr udence as 
well ; essour Zeal. 

tnd now fellow chiftians, of eve. 
ry order and condition in lide, wo 
Intreai vou earneltly € co-operate 
with the public fervants, of Chrift in 
Margie . ihe glory aid Coheears 
of the Redeemer’ $ kingdom. 2 Fatio- 
fully improve the preciots feafon of 
divine grace which Gedlis-new be- 
ftowing on his churches, .’” 

By your prayers draw’ down the 
blefling of Heaven on vour families; 
on the churen, on your couniry, on 
the worl. Ged wiliajpear for his 
people with a preat faivation ; bue 
for all thefe chir gs will he be « nquirs 
ed of by the houle of !freal co Gort 
for them. Let your prayers for ches 
prefperity of Zion continually ass 
cen in fecretio the threne of grace. 
Promote and eneourape allemblies 
for focial prayer. * For Tor ufulem’s 
lake refi, not, and for Ziow § luke 
hoid not your peace’ Whenevir 
God hus ej-peared in my. fignal «it 
play of his mercy to the churcii, he 
bas ufually io the firfl place, ‘ poured 
outon the houfe of Devid, avd the 
Inhabitants of Jerufalem, aipirit af 
grace and fuppiicetiogs-— i bot 
Inav contintie to wall achis foo iteak 
he coudcfeends to be ito w his tTpecrel 
and extraordinary grace in aniwera> 
the prayers W latcaa he? “his.chi Dus tue 
{fpirec S oy 
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Parents, train up your children in 
the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. Your houfcs thould be tem- 
ples of the living God, in which 
fhould afcend to his mercy-feat the 
continual incen!s of your daily fa- 
erifices. Pious parents can moit ef- 
feétually preach to the hearts of their 
childremby their aff-Clionate precepts 
amd their holy example. 2our in- 
flruGions will bett prepare them to 
receive benefit from the public or- 
dimances of religion. 
cam you fee thefe dearclt portions of 
V ourfelves re: ady t to cone without 

sarpelily reaching forth a hand to 
: lick them as brands joa the burn. 
Inge 

Children obey vour p 
Lom, You are the fature of 
the church and of tive world. Your 
early piety wittbe yeur glory and 
your happinets. And remember 
that fhartly the glory of your Crea. 
torand redecmer, in the worlds, 
will reft with 

Beloved Brethren | Chrifians of 
every clafs,'Be ve thedfatt and im. 
wovrable, alwavas abounding in the 
work of the lord.’ Adorn the doe- 
trpe ef God your Saviour by the 
p Wty, the fimplicitv, and fan@ity of 

ote tives. that the enemies of the 
aa may bave no occalion to blaf- 
pieme the maker by whele name 
are called, Let God whhnefs 
humility of your fpirie, the fin- 
cory and fervor of vour devotion, 
miniite. 


t the world witrefs your 
lowe, © that others 
t works, may 
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And Qhe 


| glory, with exceeding joy ; to the 


only wife God our Saviour, be glo. 
ry, majefty, dominion and. power, 
Amen. Jude 


both now and ever. 
24, 2 
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From the Minutes of the General 


Affe mbly. 


HEREAS the A ffembly, 
have been taking me 


for feveral years pail, 

afures tO ol» 
tain materials for a complete Hif. 
tory of the Prefbyterian Church in 
the United States of America; 
which meterials, as faras they have 
Ween obtained, are in the hands of 
the ftated Clerk ; and’ it feems ex. 
pedient that the hiftory contempla- 
ted, fhouid be entered upon as foun 
as poflible ; therefore, 

licfolved, That the 

Athbel Green, and Mr. 
Hazard, be, and they hereby are, 
appointed to write the Hiftory of 
the Piefbyterian Church, in the U- 
ted States of America; under the 
care of the General Aflembly ; and 
to lay a copy thereof, when com- 
pleted, betore the Affembly : that 
they have the free ufe of the materi- 
als colleéted'; and that the copy, 
right of the Hiftory, when finifhed, 
thall belong to the faid-Dr. Green 
avd’ Mr. Hazard. 

And whereas there are certain 
Prefbyteries and congiepations, 
under the care of the Affembly.that 
have not yet farni-hed materials for 
their hittory, though often folicited, 
therefore, 

Retolved, That all the Prefbyte- 
ries and co ngaregations be, and they 
hereby are, tiriily en joined, to do 

ell in their power to complete their 
hillories as foon as pofible, and to 


Rev. Dr. 
Ebenezer 





forward them without eee to pe 
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faid Dr. Green and Mr. Hazard 
gehdent ia the City of Philadelphia, 
sv .are hereby authorized, if they 
find it neceflarv, to write to the 
Prefbyteries and congregations that 


may not forward to them the: hiito-. 


rical documents required: and to 
urge them to the 
their duty, and to ftate to he Af- 
fembly the names of thoie Prefbyte- 
ries and Congregations, if ).ch there 
be, who fhall not uliimately furnifh 
the information neceffary. 

~ And this Affemely do alfo hereby 

recommend to althe people under 

their care, efpecially to gentlemen of 
literature and leifure, within their 
bounds, to furnith the gentlemen ap- 
pointed to this fervice, with all the 
jnformation in their power to give, 
relative to the: hiftory in conteimpla- 
tion, that this important work may 
be completed, ina manner 9s acch- 
rate and fatisfactory as poffible. 

20: 

The following is an intereftang ac- 
count of a revival of religion, in 
New-Jerfey, in a letter from the 
Rev. Rogperr Fintey, to Cul. 
Joun Ne ison. 

Basking-Ridge, Dec. 23, 1804. 
Dear Sir, 
FY YHINKING it might be agree- 
able to you, to have fome ac- 
count of the manner and extent of 





the work of (God among my dear. 


people, and withing, once more, to 
have an opportunity of exprefing my 
affcétion and refpe&, I fhall drop 
you.a few limes on this interefting 
fubjeCl:—When the prefent year 
commenced, it found us ina pro- 
found fleep, with regard to our ever- 
lafting concerne.— All was ftill; nor 
was there any voice heard —The 


valley of the fon of Hinnom was. 
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€ 
| here, fuil of dry bones, ant lo! they 
‘were exceeding dry.—Wet the day 


of deliverance was at Wand, and ae 
this midnight, the ery was preparing, 
‘the Bridegroom cometh, go ye our 
tomeet him.” The Clergy cf the 
Prefovtery of New-¥6rk had now, 
for a month or two, been engaged 
in preaching from church to church, 
after the exomple of ‘the: Lord's dif 
ciples, who were font out two by two. 
A fcriouws attention to rclicion had 
alfo been called forth im one of the 
adjoining churches. Tn the month 
of Pebruary, [owas mivited by the 
Rev. Mr. Armiflrong, Pailor of the 
church at Mendham, to meet the 
brethren, who were to-wilit his peo- 
ple, about that time: J complied, 
and fauw a large aflembly eaperly 
Lent.on liearing the word c# life.—~ 
I jaw no external appearances, and 
felt no inward-refrelbings.—P then 
, arned, what I have felt much store 
fenfibly fince, ‘*that it is not of him 
thet willeth, nor of him that run- 
neti.” —* But that every -good gif, 
and every perfcél pift, cometh down 
from the Father of Lig!.ts.” Being 
invited to. unite inthe exertions that 
had begun to be made in favor of 
religion, £ gladly accepted. The 
arrangements were made every two 
months. That period returned, and 
I met, for the firit time, with ‘the 
brethren, the firft !uefday in Fe- 
bruary. The afiembiy, to whica 


‘they .preached, was nether large, 


nor very folemn; bnt, in makingan 
addrefs on the exnoitulation. ‘why 
(land ye here, all the day idle?’ 
there was imparted to wmv foul, a 
feniation, andaview, which { hope 
was worth the world. I knew-noet 
what it was, and hardly what it 
meant. —IJ he night feemed like the 


begiuning of Meaven. +The &.% 
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light brought my heart egain to the 
fane ful jocs—l 06 like one that 
had been beviidcre: l, and Was juad 
awakening to ttre ere ef celiver- 
ance from the mazc.—lowards e» 
Vening, my feelings came to 2 point 
and Ubegan to think of the effliGle d 
captives ov the itreams of Babylon. 
‘their mighty attachment to the bee 
lowed ciiy was underllood, and its 
broken down walls were mourned 
over. I was about hall tne cdillance 
on my way home, and many « defire 
did Jf feel to return, and join the 
tiavelling brethren. — The remain- 
der of the week was Ipentian eager 
lookings for the Sabbath.--A faint 
idea of the Apofiles feelings was 
obtained, when he faid, ** my Jittle 
children .f whora [ trav ail mn birth.” 
When the Sabbath arrived, the day 
was fo flormy and tempefiuous, that 
coura gem: “nts Were excited. 
‘Phere had been munv Gne days, and 
crowded affemblies, when there was 
no heart to fpeak, nor agonizing de- 
fire to awaken and reicue inen.—- 
Amd now, 4 en the delire was in- 
tente, and the refoluiion fuperior to 
atl fear of man, the px ‘ople were kept 
at home.—it was of him, whofe 
councils may not be chalienged.— 
Only about twenty perfons atecudad 
the church; of thefe, about one 
third were proteffors, and of the re. 
mainder, there was not one, who 
was not taid uncer a folemu convic- 
tion. It now brings te my remem- 
brauee the army of Gideon, which 
was redweed before it could gain the 
vidlory, The fubject of ditcourfe 
that dav, was, ““ahe night is far 
fpeut, the dav is at hand.’”—How 
beautifully toue. did the Lord make 
it tobe, with regard ta the church: 
A. geod proportion of-the few of 
arc pow ia uuion with the 
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church, and none of them have turn. 
ed back to folly, as yet. OF that 
the gracious Lord would not let the 
curfe of Carazin, and Bethfaida, 
come upon them. The vibration ef 
the ftroke upon thefe few hearts, | 
was more widely fcit than could 
have been expeéted. Ou the even- 
ing following, there was an afleme 
blage of about forty young perfons, 
for their improvement in mufic— 
their teacher did not attend, and un- 
der the awe of the preceeding day, 
afew of them defired a diicourfe : 
It was given them from the words, 
“ Whacisthy requeft?? It appear- 
ed to be from the Lord, that the 
teacher did not come—fome other 
perfons were this evening awakened 
to a confideration Fels wuvs, and 
when they were difmiffed, it was 
delightful to obferve, that they went 
away witha beauteous decorum, and 
foleinn filence. It feemed asif eve- 
ry heart bad received a portion of 
fomething, the nature of which was 
vet tebe opened up. It was natue 
ral, and agreeable to duty, to keep 
thefe things in the heart, and ponder 
them well, to fee if the Lord was in 
very deed in thefe things. Nevrly 
the whole who were prefent on that 
occafon, are now members of the 
church. On ‘i hurfday of thts week, 
Nir. Kollock and Mr. Thomfon, 1a 
their circuit, vifited my church, for 
the fir(t time—-and they appeared to 
be fent io the fulinefs ef the blefin 

of the Lord :—The people general- 
ly attended, and feemed as if they 
were in expeCation, that fomething 
of an interefting nature would take 
place. it had fince been feen, that 
impreffions before made were much 
deepened. and that various perfons 
were newly awakened from their 
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prepared his means, for producing 
a great and fudden tenkibility, on the 
fubject of the foul and eternity. A 
few perfons from Mendham, who 
were ferioufy decking for eternal 
life, continued during J hurfday 
night in this vicinity, and next morn- 
ing came to.convere with the mint- 
fters at my houfe. Whoever beheld 
them, feemed to look upon them, as 
pertons that had recerved a call, to 
repare to meet their Gad. 1 was 
afked, whether I would be wilimy to 
mect with a few that evening? Be- 
ing much indilpofed, I declined.— 
Notice was, notwichflanding, circu- 
lated of a meeting, and when { at- 
tended, julge of my joy and won- 
der, when [ faw a lirge affeorbly in 
folemn and weeping lilence. Where- 
ver J turned my eyes, 1 obterved 
) ‘The difficulty 
of beginning au addrefs was only e- 
quailed by the difficulty of lcaving 
of, A perfe filence was diituled 
throughout, till we were feparauing, 
when two young perfons, who were 
particular for their intimacy, met 
each other from different parts of 
the houfe, and on feeing their mutu- 
al fituation, feil into each othérs 
arms, with a momentary emotion, 
which was widely felt. dt was now 
evident to all, that there was much 
room: for hope aod prayer. We 
then appointed to meet 00 Friday 
Of ihe next week, at the Academy. 
You may fuppofe, dear fir, that the 
Sehbath was now looked for with 
Very great defire.—It was cone of 
the moit ftormy cays I ever faw. 
No: withftanding this, we had a con- 
ficerable alflembly, who refembled 
My. Bunvan’s pilgrim, when, put- 
ting his fingers in his ears, he began 
to ron and cry fife!—life !—eternal 


Mifet. Eeook my firth tour this week | 








(2d week of February) end left my 
people ull Friday mornitg: [ had 
a molt plealant tour, though it was 
ihe fevereit weathem we fad that 
winter. Jn my abfence, the almott 
inflantaneous death of one of my 
mott refpe@table peopie, greatly in; 
crealed the number and depth of 
the conviction. A large -aiiembly 
collected, and the very tyience that 
reigned (for there was no fervice) 
icemed to be bleffed by God, to ihe 
furtherance of the work. ‘Lhe e- 
vening of the day on which I reiurn- 
ed, was our firlt regular appointment 
for prayer meeting. The report had 
by this time, {pread through the 


congregation, that there was a [erie 


ous awakening in the neighbourhood 
of the church. So that, notwith- 
ftanding the darknefs of the night, 
and bednefs of the travelling, there 
was alarge affembly. A difcourfe 
was preached without any thing dif+ 
coverable, except a very fixed atten- 
tion, When the general round of 
exercifes was gone through, it was 
made known, that any who withed, 
might depart—but that a lew words 
would be addrefled to thofe, who 
were fuppofgd to be awakened by 
the Holy Spirit; no one departed : 
An oddrefs was then made, as above 
mentioned, when, on their being 


fummoned to come cut and be sepu- 


rate, there was, in the twinkling of 
an eye, afuppreffed cry* from, 1 is 
fuppofed, not lefs than filty perfons. 
[ acave you, my dear friend, to 
conceive the feniations that would 
be awakened by am event like this, 
in the bofom ofa Miuilier. Ald 
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* Post i may be under looc, | mean oy 
supprefied oy, aery refembling that which 
childies make, whee tiey are fosh.ddeg 
te weep aloud. on 
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foroed and loft in wonder, Joy and 
plate, we forgot the time, and pail- 
ecdthe hour pretcribed generally by 
‘prudence. Lhe firit thought of 
time, pretented us with the hour of 
eicven. isis is a foltary imiiance. 
And, whether, under thele circuis- 
flances, it can be excufed or not, -[ 
cannot teil. But of this [am fure, 
it Was a night to be remembered a- 
mong a thoufand, it might be 
conned wpor as certain, that in the 
{pace ef tweive days, 
Sabbath till now, an hundred per- 
fons were brought under deep cous 
vidtions. On the next Sabbath, 
each neighborhood was defired to 
inititute focieties for prayer, and 
deur or five of them were attended, 
eaea week, with preaching. Onthe 
third week of Frebruary, there was 
nothing remurhadle, ull Friday e- 
vening 1 a dijlant part ofthe Con- 
feresraul ym, When there was weeping 
geome lamentation, which threateacdl 
@iterder. It was occationed | 
meci denti: coll-clion af a number of 
@hofe mot aifected inte one corner 
mb the houle. By advice, it was im- 
Smediately reduced to filence. his 
Was atime of amizement to manv 
hard and wicked perfons, and it 
{demed as if they would all bow 
wita one accord, But while men 
ficpe an enemy was permitted to 
fow tares, and tor a featoa the hea- 
veply plant was choked. In other 

dili@mt parts of tis congregation 
there did not promile any thing of g 
harvelt for fome time. It might 
have been three months, which 
wo uld bring us to the month of May 
‘before the work appeared ina pow- 
erful aiid genc ral manner in the fou. 
therm part of the congrezation. — 
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pe then appeared to fcize ou nearly eve- 
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only bodily offeCtion, as ithas been 
called. that ever came under my ob. 
fervation. It was a cafe of a young 
wom: who might be clafled with 
the Gallie’s in religion. Durin 
the preater part of the difcourfe, the 
appeared utterly unconcerned.— 
‘} oward the -clefe, her countenance 
changed and feil vifibly, and in a 
moment; She began to pant like one 
who-_was afthmatic, fhed, fora mi- 
nute,a flood of tears, and when thefe 
were flayed, the. panting increafed, 
and feemed to approach to fuffocati- 
on.—Her hands were cold, and con- 
fiderably convulfed.—Without the 
leaft contufion, fhe was removed to 
the next room, where fhe was nearly 
alone, and where fhe could hear, for 
fhe was unwilling to be taken from 
the houfe. JI have .been the more 
particular on this -point, .becaufe 
it is probable fome mifreprefen- 
tations have been made. About - 
roaidfimmer a fimilar folemnity bee | 
gan to appear in the wellern part of 
the conore gation. A acd alfo in that 
part Where it was Mentioned the tares 
were fown, there was a precious and 
molt acceptable reviving. Inevery . 
quarter shave had now beena truly 
heavenly fhower, but en the eattern 
part, 1 here were dropings, indeed 
as from the fRirts of « majetiic cloud, 
which lighted on fome of the mon” 
darkened, and malignant and, as we 
hope, enlightened & fweeténed their | 
fouls. When we were almolt in | 
defpair of this portion of our dear. 
people, about the month of Novem- , 
ber, we were animited with a de- 
The evening was 
dark and rainey fo that not more than | 
pethans forty attended. But fo far 
as information has been obtained, 
there was fcarcely an individual ig 
was not greatly affedled either with 
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joy or anxietv. Some very hardened 
perfons wept bitterly and fome of ex- 
treme youth, were very tenderly 
moved. The renewal ot ! 
like thts, was very ref-efhing in the 
fame place fince that time, om 
which we are looking with humb! 
hope for a little harveit, 

it had often feemed to me al molt 
the fole caufe of a minifters gricf, 
that men could: not be made to a- 
wake. But now when there were 
fo many exXcited-to a ferious confide- 
yation. there was an anxiety called 
up, which had been unknown before. 
While the tmmortal foul ftood hefi- 
tating between the cheice of life and 
death, and there was a jeopardy e. 
very hour, left fome temptation 
fhould prevail, or death clofe all op- 
portunity, you may well fuppofle, 
they were viewed with an earnelt 
eyes Every humanexcitement was 
put before the heart. But, experi- 
ence gave evidence, that convertion 
was no lefs a work of God than con- 
vidlion.. Lhere were none who 
were made to tafte very fpceedily of 
the joy of their Lord. In about 
five or fix weeks, however, tlicre 
were fome who began to hope, that 
the Lord had gracioufly revealed 
himfelf to Siti Thefe firlt, it was 
ebferved, generally foon loll thy ‘ir 
hope, and were plunged more cdeep- 
ly than ever, in forrow, and over- 
whelmed, more than belore, with a 
fenfe of their fin and helpledinefs, 
Thofe, who continued longer before 
obtaining faith and hope in the mer- 
cy of God, appeared more fteady 
from the beginning of their joy.— 
Yet the former did, for the mro't, re- 
cover again, and ftand more Grmly 
than at firit. En the courfe of three 
months, we received into the co n- 
musion of the church, with much 
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joy and anxiety, Axty four perfons. 
Others continued a longer or a ihore 
ter period, as it pleafed Aim, who is 
the drut# andthe “fe. It was hap. 
py, beyond exprelbon, in confiantiy 
mingling with the people, to find 
here and there, {pringing up, new 
plants of our heavenly Father’s 
planting. Inthe montlr of October, 
the church apain opened her giad- 
dened bofom, and admitted fiity fix 
more to its communion. 

In the manner of conviction, there 
was but little variety. ‘he general 
grief was fin, and parfticularly the 
fin of forgetting God. The Lord 
brought to- their remembrance his 
own expoltulation, * If L be a father 
where is. my fear.” Grief, for fin, 
feemed. to ati gment, ftom finding 
that, whereas their heart had loved 
idols, it was, by nature;- {ill inclin- 
ed tofollowthem. ‘They were thus, 
we hope, taught that converflion was 
neceflary, and that it mult come 
from God. The Lord was very 
gractous in this, that though convic- 
tion was very tharp with many, yet 
I have met with no initence that 
bordered on defpair. When ‘the 
Lord had faid, ** thou haft dettroys 
ed thyfelt,” he feemed to add, ‘+ but 
in me is thy help found.” As the 
manner of codvidlicn bore a ttrong 
aifinity in nearly all, fo their manner 
of exprefling their hope of accept- 
ance with God, hada very great u- 
niformity, ‘Uhere were a verv few, 
who, in the hour of deliverance, felt 
fuch a remarkable animation of the — @ 
plealing and dutiful diipofitions of * 
heart, that they feemed to reit mucle ‘ 
on the change ‘of feeling, and lefs on~ 
the &redt attonemerit. 
was ‘one, and only one infiance, of 
perfon, whole experience was of th 
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greater part were humbled, through 
a fenfe of their fallen and helpleis 
ftate, and looked to him, who was 
lifted up to take away the fins of the 
world. It wastruly refrefhing, and 
even eftabliiling., to the foul that 
had gone that way to. hear, with 
what clearnefs, fome who had been 
utterly ignorant of religion, tow 
fpoke oi Christ as the wifdom and 
ower of God,to every one that be 
BE dcih. I have feen no mitance of 
Faptures. But | have feena great 
many folid comforts which were 
truly delightful to behold. It has 
been mentioned that an hundred 
and twenty had been adgded to the 
communion of the Ctiurch A- 
bout forty ethers have expreffed a 
belief, that they are builded upon 
the rock of ages. In addition to 
thefe, a large aumber were awaken- 
ed to aferious coucern. In all pro- 
Dability not lefs than three hundred 
perfons of all ages, fexes and de- 
fcriptions, We had reafon to hope, 
Phat an aged man, after he had liv- 
ed confiderably above eighty years, 
was received into the divine favor, 
in the laft month of his life. And 
What perhaps, may be mentioned 
properly, in this place, there were 
awakened on one Sabbath, and thefe 
nearthe clofe of the work, four per- 
fons, eacli nearly feventy years of 
age. Phe ferioufnefs among little 
children, was allo very extentfive, 
and though no encourage ment what- 
ever was given in this way, it was 
admirable, to hear them telling cf 
the light of the ‘tceriptures, and of 
their fear to goto fleep, left they 
fhould lofe their delighttul views of 
heavenly things. Tie number of 
new convictions are Now, Lyart very 
fe Ww, the numbx r of thre (ie: who have 
eaprelicd themlelves as awakened, 
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| and are, from time, to time led ty 


the waters of healing. is comforta. 
bly great; and blefled be God, as 
yet, we have had nothing to lament, 
astothe unbecoming walk of any, 
We have now a goodly flock ; but 
already, it begins to fcatter. Near- 
ly a dozen have removed, one or 
two died, fo that ina few years, we 
{hail ftand in the fame need, as ever 
of a fiammer and a harveft. O! that 
the Lrod may look on us, and keep 
us as the apple of his eye, and be e- 
ver ready to renew the happy year, 
which his free and rich grace has 
now given to us. Thus fir, 1] have 
traced a few of thofe events which 
have taken place among us, and if 
the relation fhall give any fatisfaclion 
to you it will be a pleafure to one 
who is happy to fav, how refpeétful- 
ly and affeGtionately he is 
Yours, 
ROBERT FINLEY. 

203 | 
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| Remarks ona passage from the Spec- 


tater. 

N looking the other day into 

the firft volume of the Spedta- 

tor, I met with the following paflage 
—‘* A little before our club-time,laft 
night, we were walking together in 
Somerfet Garden, where Will Ho- 
neycomb had picked up‘a fmall peb- 
ble of fo odda make that he faid he 
would prefentit to a friend of his, an’ 
eminent virtucfo. Afier we had 
walked fome time, F made a full top, 
with my face towards the wefl.which 
Will knowing to be my ufual method 
of afking what’s o’clock in an after- 
noon, immediately pulled out his 
watca, and told me we had feven 
minutes: good. We took a turn or 
two more, when, to my great fur- 
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prife, I faw him fquir away h 
watch a confiderable way into the 
‘Thames, aud , with great fedatencis 
in his looks,put,up the pebble he 
had Defore found im his fob.” 

After indulging a hearty laugh at 
the “ludicrous circumitance. with 
which ce foregoing parrative con- 
cludes, 1 began to conlider ferioully, 
whether the mittake of this -ablent 
man might,not he paralleled by. hat 
is done €very day. by agreat part 
ef mankind.—A little reflection fup- 
plied me with many inilences of an 
afir mative folution of.my query ; to 
every chriftian oblerver of the tran [- 
actions of the world they will readi- 


ly occur. * 


When, for inftance, men confine 
all their care to their bodies, and a- 
bandon their fouls to deftruction— 
when they grafp, with trembling ea- 
gernefs, the treafures of this world, 
but carelefsly fuffer thofe of a better 
to flip for ever from their hands— 
when they toil to obtain the applaufe 
of mortals, like themfelves, but dif- 
dainfully reyeft that * honor which 
cometh from,God”——when they im- 
patiently purfue the gratifications of 
fenfual luxury. but forego all the fo- 
lid and lafting pleafures of religion 
—when, in fhort me hold fait the 
trifes of time, but prodigally relin- 
quiih the ineftimable bicthings of e- 
ternity—what do:thev but emulate, 
or rather furpafs the folly, without 
poffefing the exeufe of him who, 
while he pocketed a pebble, threw 
his watch away ! 

Report of the Lexington Missionary 
Socety. 


N the sth of November 1894. 
Ahe Lexington Missionary 
Soceity had its. fecond annua! 
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meeting at New-Providence. Ag¢ 
the members of this Sceirty are 
now coofderably numeious, ard dif- 
perfed throughout the eountry in 
different directions ; it becomes nen 
ceflary, in compliance with our cons 
fiitution, to lay fome account of our 
proceedipgs betoye the public. 

it will be recolle@ted, that the ex. 
iftence of this Society.commenced 
with the beginning ef th: prefent 
jean, and as the manogers felt them. 
lelves obliged to contribute a rea 
fonable proportion out of their funds, 
in behalf of the Prefbytery of Lex. 
ington, to fupport the M iffionarics 
employed by the Synod of Virginia, 
they did.not for fome time after 
their fr& conftitution, deem jt ex. 
pedjent to employ: any miffionaries 
ot their own. . . Buty at a thettinge 
called by the Prefident, in May laf, 
the ftate.of their fands.appeared fo 
promiling as toindace the managers 
to employ the Rev. Benyamin En- 
Win to iteteratéim our vacancies, 
and principally within the bounds of 
tockinghanmy and Augutta countics, 
and on the waters of Greenbrier. 

At the prefent meeting, Mr. Fr. 
win reported, that;he had [pent five 
months, agreeably 4o,his directions, 
in the fervice of the Seectety ; during 
which time, he had preached u)- 
wards of tifty fermons, befwies at- 
tending a great number “of focietic » 
—that in different vacancies he bad 
allilted. nine times jin. the admini(tra- 
tion of the Lord’s Supper—had re- 
ceived one hundred sew members 
to the communion ef the Prefbvte- 
rian Church, and baptiged.. about 
hiity infants: In additsen to thefe 
circumitances, which were confider- 
ed as very encouraging, dir. Frwin: 
lated in his report, hat wherever 
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difcovered more than common at- 
tention to the gofpel; that the call 
for miffionary labors was great, and 
apparently increafing ; and the prof- 
pect of ulefulnefs flattering. It is, 
perhaps, proper to flate, that of all 
the vacancies vifited by our miffion- 
ary, the head of Greenbrier, and the 
little levels, were the places appa- 
rently mott favored by the effufions 
of the divine fpirit. Inthofe places 
an extraordinary revival of religion 
kad’ commenced, and: was tit pro- 
‘ef when Mr. Erwin firft arrived. 

But as the people were almdft en- 
tirely deftitute of divine inftrudtion, 
it is Gmpoffible to fay what might 
have been the confequence, had not 
the public and regular means of 
grace been fo feafonably afforded. 

In We above place Mr. Erwin ad- 
mitted almoft the whole of the new 
aunicants mentioned im this 
ment. 






gens review the operations of the 
pe year, they capnot but recognize 





it became pre that di- 
ERovidence had already pre- 
pared the way for the execution of 
our meafures. The miffionary fpirit 
had fpread through our churches, 
and the molt unexpedted liberality 
was difcevered inalmott every quar- 
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ter where any experiments could 
be made ; and’already have we been 
able to fend « the fincere milk of the 
word,’ to thofe whofe Sabbaths 
were filent, who were wandering 
like faeep without a fhepherd, and 
had none to break the bread of life 
amongit them. Thefe things we 
confider as a token for good, from 
the great Head of the Church, and 
a ftrong ground of encouragement, 
to perfevere in contributing our mite 
to the promotion of that commow 
caufe, which of late, has fo univers 
fally interefted the houfhold of faith 
in every part of the world. It is 
furely no common confolation, to 
reflect, that we are only a fmall part 
of that great fyftem of attack, which 
is now carrying on againft the king- 
dom of darknefs—and that thou. 
fands, in different parts of the world, 
are engaged at the fame time in 
{preading the knowledge of a Savi- 
our,s name. 2 

Let it alfo be recollected, that ma- 
ny extenfive regions of our country” 
are yet in darknefs, and muft remain 
in darknefs, unlefs our exertions 
are continuéd—many of our chrif- 
tian brethren are raifing families in’ 
the wildernefs, where, from local cire 
cumftances,the ftated means of grace 
cannot be procured ‘Thefe are’ 
ready by their prayers and contribu. 
tions, to aid our Society in carrying” 
the gofpel to hundreds who are now 
perithing for lack of knowledge ; fo 
that thole already embarked in this. 
undertaking are certain ‘of many 
auxiliries, and will, therefore, not 
find it neceflary to impofe upow' 
themfelves any intolerable burthen, 
for carrying their meafures into exe 
ecution. Thefe thimgs, we have 
thought proper to ftate to” our abfent 
brethren, that they may not be dif 
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‘tian {pirit, is only 
Aim, who has ** the fullnefs of the 


earth, and the cattle upon a thou- 


faithiul, 


Mason’ F arewell. | 7 | S59 
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couraged. Indeed the caufe and the 
woik are God’s ; and God feems to 


have opened to us an effectual doer 


for fending the preaching of the e- 
verlafting gofpel to many of our. fel- 
low creatures: Already he feems to 
have owned and bleffed our inftru- 
mentality, and made us the humble 
means of bringing a numbe- of pre- 
cious fouls to the knowledge of eter- 


nal life. Letus then, in dependance 


on almighty grace, perfevere i in this 

laudable work. ‘* Honor the Lord 
owith thy fubftance,” in confidence, 
that whatever is given with a chrif- 
fo much lent to 


fand hills.” We alfo hope that our 
chriflian brethren will be mindful of 
our miffionaries at the throne of 
grace. ‘The feed of the word mutt 
be watered by the prayers of the 
otherwife, we have reafon 
to fear, it will become unfruitful. 
Let.us then perfevere in the ufe of 
all lawful means to publifh the gof- 
pel of our God and Saviour, T his 
1s the way to do good to ourfelves 
as wellasto others. The prefent is 
a day of uncommon conflict between 
the kingdoms of light and of dark- 
nefs—it feems seeattcls Jor our own 
fafety, that we fly to the ftandard of 
our almighty leader; There, and 
there only we fhall reft under the 
fhadow of his wings, who is able to 
keep his people in peace. 

By order of th: Soeiety, 
“A, BAXTER, 
. Secretary. 






————, 


». Bvan. Magaxine, 
on’s F urewell. 


A _ The Vi of the Kev. Mr. Mafon, 
_siNew Xa@kyte this Country, | 
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having interefted many, by his 
nervous and animated flyle of 
preaching ; the following Extra 
from the Conclufions of his. Fare- 
well-Difcourfe, at White-row 
Meeting, may be acceptable to 
many of his Friends ; and the In. 
fertion will obli re your conftave 
Reader, oo mw. N. 


P. S. The Difcourfe w: “founded 
on 2 Pet. i. 11. After confidering 
the Happinefs of the Future State 
under the Image of. a Kingdom, 
the Preacher remarks,— 


VERY believer in Jefus thall 

be in his kingdom ; but there 

is a great difference in their manner 
of entrance. In attending to~the 
injunétions of infpiration, we find 
the Apottie. fayrag fo; an- entrance 
shallbe adminsster Labuiidantly ; by 
which hea eftly infinuates, that 
fome Chriff Deis into the king- 
ir Band Saviour un- 

f greater triumph 
















and glory om o 





rer Chriftians do ; 
and O! how often has this been ex- 
emplified! a the experience of be- 
lievers. 7 


One loofes higetechor from this 
earth, and goes into eternity a *.l- 
lant veffel, with every fail fet to the 
favouring breeze, and ruthes into 
the harbour of efefual peace, amidit 
the plaudits of redeemed mea-and 
of waiting angels, 

Another,—the frail bark is tolled 
by the billows, almolt wrécked, fo 
weak, it is fi able to reach the 
port ; but blefied be God through 
the grace of eur Lord Jefus Chritt, 
it reaches it fafeatiafi, ‘The Jatter 
has an entrance, but the former an 
abundant entrance, and if there is 
0 ue te which can be 
nr g te. Us in ws Bink 1 
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Hason’s Farewek. 
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y:@ing the moment of our depar- 
<1, © trom it, it is that We may 
Veuve HM uncer that full fail of bliis 
Nwhieh wiil biing Heaven Intg our 
{Reaits before we get into Ucaven, 
ead enable us tole.we Dbelinad us Our 
(Bbenezer, our tto@e of bt ip, and il- 
feritse towith our hand, whtie death 
cuills our agour,— ‘* Hitherto bath 
thie Lord i pilome.”’ 

1 Be! the death of 
Apriors; you have 
§ peridhing atthe 
bead of ‘armies while bpiidly ap- 
r Teaching tne cannon’s” Mouth; 
they bave received the deathful bail: 
the hiltorian’s page has celebrated 
their praife, pocts have fung their 
valour, monuments ‘have*< perpe- 
tuated their names ;"but take! me 
to) the fide of the wey of adChiilti 
ciepalting under the aiTure cb hop: of 
everigting life tthe Lord Jefus.— 








ti ste(inen a 10 of 
heard of genere 


(memiesto the goles 
P neras a fool dieth f 
pidly, thfeotibly. bedi fe thicy know 
Pnot whatis before them but did 


7 





jog in death? bad you evetl 
gofpel, 


-@ man rejecting the who 


ais i when bid upon the bad of a’ linger. 


Hing ath, with all complaceucy 
of heart, weicomed the fummons tu 
han eternal world, and that with « 
Tral full of hope, full oP Mortabity : ? 
4 ‘he eats is vot to be tout, by bre“ 
Sthren ; worare we the leatt Te. ~dan- 
er of having the challenge accepted 





| panier to all the tribes of infidelity, 
Bid afk them to produce the inftance, 

dt, from the bed of forrow, from 
Li, abode ef wretchednets, ‘has the 
Ai itota bebever i jclus fprung 


Y. fu alte eee eg: aid bad ane 
- ) 

- mi 

a . 


B® You have heard of men dying’ in’ 
| deeming perfedt compofure while ee 


-sou ever hear of an non. 
of? 


Ss our thame, when we throw the | 
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trance miniftered unto it abundantly 
into ics Lord and Saviour’s everlatt. 
ing ki gdom; that fpirit was in hig 
prefence and bofum before the 
breath which tefllificd bis love was 
well gone, or the lips through which 
it ifiued were cold, 

But what is the connexion under 
which fuch an entrance into their 
Niatier’s kingdom may be expected 
by beltevers! 

dhe Apoitle flates it: “Give all 
diligence, add to your fatih virtue, 
and to virtue. knowledg , and to 
kiiowledge temperance, and to teme 
perance pauence, and to patience 
godiinels, and to godlinels brotheily 
hincnets, andtobrotherly kindne(s’ 
Charity ;” it is in the cultivation of 
every precious grace that we muift 
be exercifed: believers who neghe& 
this, rob themfelves ; though real 
believers in Jetus, they lofe much 
happinefs, they lofe their light; and 
it is unpleatant gcl.geven inté Hea. 
vetinthe dark. Giory wiil be the 
furprifal of the foul of the carclefs 
toteriig Chriftian, though doubt. - 
lefs he tiiall behold the’ Lord in 
peace. But terrible indeed is: the 
vrdeal of pluaging into eternity, 
knowing what ‘eternity is, and not 
knowing where we ihail land ! If we» 
would beeftablithed Chrittians, we ° 
flould be heart Chriftians ; if we 
would have great glory, we fthould 
him at greatly glorifying . Chil 
here ; we ihould be imitators of his 
CNacacter, be followers ol him, thow. 
ing forth the vircue of him why hath > 
cailed us ; forat thefe things be inus, 
we fhall never tails tor! Cy at 
thall be mioiflered unt | 
antly into the evertaltings 
our Lord and Saviour. Je 

Miv brethren, how bitch 
profpas reyder aay 


, ‘ em okie 















Mason's Farewell. 
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Bad 


what “is it to-have a few acres of | 


and here ? thou hait a palace )on- 
ger. What is it, if thou ftarett 
fumptuoufly every Gay, and art gore 
geoully clothed, in comparifin with 
fuch profpecis? We ihall replace 
the acres of land, and that with a 
boundleis polletiion ; we “hall re- 
place. its palaces with a heavenly 
temple, its {umptuous entertaim- 
ments With rivers of jor, 
porgeous apparel wich 4 
ighteoufneis ! Who can compare 
rofpeéts with “the ‘belicwers? 1 
know that t!e beart oitie woriding 
ften trembles w ei they hear ola 
heliever’s prof cis 3 hay 
Hmile 5. bucat is chy ioicde wiiich puts 
mock upon ai ieee ing heart. 
Mhac hatt tHou ‘betier? Liave we 
uch profpecis through the Lord 
elus Chiitt, how fale ‘ly mav we 

rive the challenge | then to ail the 
Bribes of unbehet ! Let them cal us 
vols and oe thefe names do 
ot fix the thi: ag; Lam not a fool 
lecatils may we ‘ighbour calls me flo, 
or fhall I to ie wy Heaven becaule 
we mocks me: names are but wind, 
Butthere are men who tet up for 
fe men, that have difcovered tbe 
iipolture ; 
heat ; they with to unfhackle you ; 
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hraldom ; what! from the thral- 
tom of a hope of the everla! ling 
ngdom? De you wilh to be re- 
raled irom Tuch thraidom cad op 
ave mercy on thee if thou doft! 

lave they aught to give in Compro- 
fe ? Can they tell us what awaits 
$s beyond the grave? No ; if they 
ink at ali, it is darknefs. uncere 
ainty, and dread ecture ! fhe 
ool ta milerable ex. 
inge for an eternal hope. Wiy, 
Basel Peete, would you take 
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they have found out the, 


hey would releate you drum your. 








? Why 
would you remit me to i mela 
choiy thought-of no. paternal provie 
dence, no redeemmg tove 2 Enjoy 
your guilt alone, breathe jout your 
complaints to.the woeds and to the 


away the joy of my 






rocks; curfe not me with your dit- 
coveries. ror kil me. ith your 
truths. Oh comfortlefs Heavens ? 


oh melancholy earth! oh. gloomy 
world! oh wretched, Nature ! with. 
out the profpeét.of an entrance inte 
the Matters kingdom. How loud 
the winds howl! how leud the waves 
rear! how cruel the thorm | \coffed 
hither and thither by the temptett, 

directed by no pilot, bound for no 
port t, but where Lethe flows, | “ where 
the black riyer of Obhiviom rolis! 
Oh neyno ;—not upon fuch terms ; 
keep yout dilcaveties, we will -not 
give up our bope of an entramcé in 
to the kingdom, and we will prefs 
clofer to our hearts the precious VO- 
lume which reveals it to-ws j this is 
the anchor of our hearts. 

And if we have fuch a profpe&, 
how.tender ought our union, to each 
other tobe |! Are we fellow-heirs of 
the kingdom, and can we but love 
each other 2? ‘Sime. place, and cir- 
cumliance, feparate our intercourtle ; 
but they break not the attachment 
which terminates in the kingdom. 
Jctis but alitde while that we can 
fee each other upon this globe, but 
we {hail meet yonder: there is ne 
change, there is no interruption,there 
we {hall not feelthe pang of having 
found Chriflianeacquamtance only 
us it were, to know the bittcrnels of 
the breach of the tie, which united 
us. Blefled be God, the kingdom 
isthere ; and there may you, and 
there may he who now, in all proba- 
bility, for the laft time im this. world | 
addre (es 3 you, meet ; when the myt- . 
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Anecdotes. , 
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series of God fhall be finithed, and {anda green flick; if a fpark fies 


whe great Archangel fhall lift up his 
jhands, and {wear by Him who liveth 
for ever and ever, that there fhail 
bé time no longer. Amen. 
Anecdote of the ~ Mr. Thorow- 
ood. 
debbinin converfing with 
™ him in his ilinele, concerning 
@he influence of divine truth on his 
own mind ; replied, “ I have made 
the inveltization of truth the grand 
bufinefs of my life, andam fully per- 
fuaded of the truthofthe gofpel.— 
i know that I deferve deftruction as 
as a finner, but rely with confidence 
onthe divine mercy, as difplayed 
through Chrift Jefus. My heart is 
fullw'th what Iwith to fay to my 
people, fhould Lever again addrefs 
them.” Soon after, he added, with 
great emphalis, “Iam as happy as 
@mancanbe.* On its being faid, 
That nothing but the truths of which 
he had been fveaking, could fupport 
2 perfon ia fuch a fituation, he an- 
Swered, “Ah! Sir, nothing but 
shefe things eught to fatiefy a perfon 
efore he comes to this fituation.” 
Praéhical Criticiem. 

A Plain country man, who was 
effeftually called by Divine grace 
(under afermon on Zech. iii. 8, “is 
not this a brand plucked out of the 
frei”) was, fome time afterwards, 
accolted by a quondam companion 
ot his drunken fits, arid Rrongly {o- 
iicited to accompany him to the ale- 
houlfe: But the good man ftedfalt- 
ly refitted all his arguments, faying, 
Tam abrand plucked out of the 
fre” Huis old companion not un- 
derftanding this, he explained it 
thus .—‘ Look ve,” faid he, * there 


eci ween br ad 


*, . om 's 








upon a brand that has been partly 
burnt, it will foon catch’ fire again» 
but it is not fo with a green ftick,— 
I teil you, Lam that brand plucked 
out of the fire, andi dare not ven. 
ture into the way of temptation, for 
fear of being fet on fire again.”— 
Was not this good praGticacal divi. 
nity ? 

A certain lady once akked a minis 
fter, whether a perfon might not pay 
attention to drefs & the faflions, with. 
out being proud ? ** Madam,” repli. | 
ed the minifter,‘* Whenever you fee 
the tail of the fox out of the hole,, 
you may be fure the fox is there.” 
Decency of drefs, in fome proporti- 
On to our circumftances, is highly 
becoming ;, buttoo much attention 
to it, or time wafted on it, betrays a 
carmal heart. The ornaments of the 
mind and the drefs of the foul ought 
to be our principal concern. 

Walking in the country (fays the 
Rev. Mr. Jay) I went into a barn, 
where I found a threfher at his 
work. [ addreifed him in the worda 
of Solomon—My friend, ¢* in all la. 
bour there is profit.” Leaning up- 
on his flail, and with much energy, 
he anfwered—-** No Sir ; that is the 
truth, but there is one exception to 
it—: I have Jong laboured in the 
fervice of Sin, but I got no profit by 
my labour.®— Then you know 
fomewhat of the Apoftle’s meaning, 
when he afked, “ What fruit had ye 
then in thofe things whereof ye are — 


now afhamed ??——¢ Thank God,” | 
faid he, “Edo ; and alfo know that 7 
now being freed from fin, and have — 
ing become the fervant of rightey ; 
oufnefs, [ have my fruit unto holis — 
nefs, and the en ting lifes” _ 
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Poetry: 








ORIGINAL. 


WV E trace the globe, and hope 


to find 
Subftantial joys to fill the mind, 
And fet our hearts at eafe ; 
We exercife our ftrongeft powers, 


In plans and fchemes, till midnight 
hours, 


For things which foon difpleafe. 


Bach pleafure, when in profpect 


view'd, 
Delights us more than prefent good, 
So fond are we of change ! 
: And allthe arts which we employ, 
Are but to feek, not to enjoy, 
Each object, while ’tis flrange ; 


We fafhion, paint and then admire 


Thofe joys, to which we would af- 
pire, 


To their. defecis we’re blind, 
Each real good, a fancy feems, 
While we are led by idle dreams, 


Which but delude the miad. 


’Tisthus we’re led, ‘tis thus we move 
Till heaw’aly influence, from above, 
Direé our choice aright, 
To'things fubftantial as the foul ; 
To real joys, that ever roll 
fn worlds beyond our fight. 
——=0:: 
TIME drives along with rapid flight ; 
How {wiftly glides the rolling year; 








| We grafp Its pleafures with delight, ~ 
But Whilft we grafp they difappear =” 

We march along with heedlefe care, 
Unmindfal of the great concern’; 

What ftupid things we mortals are, 
Can nothing make us mortals learn ? 


green, 


The grafs that crewn’d the verdent 
lawn; 


Each, in their comely form, I’ve feen, 
And now their dead, forgot, and gone ; 
The rofe, before the blufhing dawn, 
And pink appear’d in gayeft red, 
But e’er the nightly fhades come on, 


dead. 
The lordly oak, the terefls pride, 
By Times relentlefehand deftroy’d— — 
Prefages all muft fhortly die. 


Where e’er I turn my gaming eye, 
All nature founds this doleful firaing’ | 


As with a voice aloud they crys 
Dutt fhall return to duit agains 


Vaih man, with hi pomp and fhow,’ 
Robult, athletic, firm, and ftrong, 
While youthful vigor mark’d his brow, 


How blithe amd gay the thoughtlels 
throng : 


But O! I’ve feen ’om,e’or ’cwas long, 
How was their ftrength and glory fled, 
Now catt, the filent tombs, among 
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And darkfome regions of the dead | 


The Slower that deck’d the Summer's’ 


They both- were numiber’d with the 


The pine, that waves\his tops on higk > 
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Well, fiace our bodies are but grafs, 

Or flowers, beneath the fcorthing fun, 

Let’s-catch the moments as they pafs, 
And have the one thtag weedfd done 

Tho’ they with tenfold {wif ne(s run, 

+ Improve the mi atevas they ro!l— 

What's all the world to him, when won, 


That loofes his sanzrial jen. 
/ 


XY. Z. 
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THE DESIGNS OF PROVIDENCE 


UNSEARCHABLE. 


Gaar isthe Lord, let men proclaim ! | 
Exalted feraphs do the fame, — 

They fee thy power in.worlds of light 
Adore and wonder at the fight. 


But who; thy ways can underfland, 
‘Or fean.the wonders of thy hand ! 
Beyond our fight, are all thy ways, | 
‘Thou plan’ thy footlteps in the feas, 


Yet man, by wifdom, fain would know 
All that thou doft on earth below : 
Why was it thus, and what the end, 
In vata he flrives to comprehend, 


But thou great Ged, who reign’it above, 
» And dealit in vengeance, aud in love; 


Art bound to give account to none, 


Nor men, nor ferapké round thy throne. 


“ 
. 


May? this be then my higheft aim 





®know myteif, and love thy same, 
thy will, adoce thy hand 
ae things I cann% underfand. 


C, 





SELECTED, 
From the don. Evungelical Mag, 


THE SEASONS. 
Wir b'ooming hopes and bu'ding joys 
The Spring like cheerful youth appearss 
Yet oft fome fudden blight dettroys 
Tre promife fair‘of future years, 


With fervid ravs and mellowing pow’r 
Shine’s Summer’s manhood trong and 
gays. 
Yet oft will the tempefvons hour 
_dis itrength and glory {weep away. 


From fhorten’d days and tears of dew, 
The fruits and leaves in Autumn fly; 
So Age bemoans his days are few, 
And teels his gifts before him die. 


Then: Winter comes with froft and fnow, 
O’er earth an icy tomb to fpread ; 

So Age atlaft, entomb’d below, 
Shall moulder with the filent dead.. 


Yet foun fhall Spriog, with genial breathe 
New life and.joy to Nature brin 
So faints thal bar the clod of Death, 
And bloffom in Brerpat Spring. © 
; ‘tes one 
Oe oe 
In fleep’s ferere oblivion laid 
I fafely pafs’d the filent night 5 
Again I fee the breaking fhade, 
And drink again the morning ligt: t 





wees - 


_ New-born, I’ blefs my waki ing hour; ' 


Once more, with awe, rejoice to be ? 
My confcious {cul refumes its pow’r, 


And {prings, my gracious God to thee }. 


Ob gu urde me threugh the various maze 
My doubtful feet are doom’d to tread ; 


And fpread thy thield’s protecting blane;: 2 


When dangers prefs arcund my head. 


A deeper fhade will foon impend, 
A decper fleep my eyes opprefe, 
Yet thal] thy guardian care defend ; 
Thy goodnefs fill tha! deign to blefs. 
That deeper thade thall fade away, > >>’ 
That deeper fieep thall leave my eyes; 
Thy light thai] give eternal day, 
‘Thy love, the rapture of the fhies, 
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